7 DINNER TABLE CONFERENCE OF MISSION LEADERS 


Dr. Edgar E. Snyder, new executive secretary of the ULC Board of 
Foreign Missions, with Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz, president of the Board. 
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In a Woman’s Pocketbook 


They 
down 


picked up a vagrant woman 
street the other day. In her 
pocketbook they found a half-pint of 
liquor and a Bible. She had been mak- 
ing diligent use of the former. That is 
why she was picked up. 

For some reason that woman had a 
Bible in her pocketbook. She was 
carrying around with her the Word of 
God—the way of life. 

We know too little about the incident 
to pass judgment. There could be any 
of a dozen reasons why the woman car- 
ried these two objects in her purse. But 
the paradox has too much in it to pass 
by. 

It may have been that she was a good 
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woman, gone wrong—through misfor 
tune or through some unexpect 
crisis, or because someone had broke 
her heart. 

That whisky might have been the 
first bottle of liquor she ever carried— 
or that Bible might have been the fir: 
she had ever placed in her pocketbook. 
We cannot know. 

But this we know. That woman wa 
still struggling between good and evil, 
between right and wrong. 

So do most of us. Maybe our con- 
flict is not symbolized in a half pint o 
liquor and a Bible—but we do strug- 
gle. Such is life. 

RoscoE Brown FISHER 


Carl E. Koppenhaver, News Edito’ 


alph D. Heim, Ph.D. 
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IN THE NEWS ... 


UNITED STATES 


First conference 

On Nov. 11, 1947—if present plans 
are fulfilled—the first general confer- 
ence of two-thirds of the Lutherans of 
America will be held. One minister 
‘and one layman for each 16,000 con- 
firmed members will be called to Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, to represent the eight 
church bodies constituting the National 
Lutheran Council. 

Plans for the three-day conference 
were made by the National Council 
executive committee. About 300 rep- 
resentatives will be expected. Prac- 
tical problems common to the Lutheran 
churches of America will be studied. 


Church is first 

According to the people of Minne- 
sota, the church does better work in 
serving the public than any other in- 
stitution. The Minneapolis Star-Jour- 
nal polled citizens as to whether the 
(1) churches, (2) schools, (3) local 
governments, (4) newspapers, (5) ra- 
dio stations are fulfilling their respon- 
sibilities. Citizens were to classify the 
work of the five institutions as “ 
cellent,” “good,” “fair,” or “poor.” 

Churches came in first, with 27 per 
cent “excellent.” Radio was second, 
schools third, newspapers fourth, gov- 
ernment last. 


Housing problem goes to college 

With church colleges sharing the big 
increase in enrollment, as returning 
service men go to school, there aren’t 
enough rooms to go around. Carthage 
College, in Carthage, IIl., is hurrying 
ahead its $220,000 men’s dormitory, but 
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in the meantime it has secured some 
army barracks which are being erected 
on the campus. 

Seven of these, formerly at Camp 
Ellis, are being arranged to house 100 
men. Rooms will rent for $1 to $1.50 
a week. White paint will cover up the 
army’s olive drab, 

Also from a government source, liv- 
ing units for married students are ex- 
pected at Carthage. Twenty of these 
apartments will be provided. When 
building plans are completed by Sept. 1, 


First unit of Carthage barracks dormitory 


Carthage expects to have living quar- 
ters for 420 students. 
Gettysburg College, at Gettysburg, 


Pa., also facing the housing problem, is — 


planning to restrict the enrollment of 


woman students. Formerly Gettysburg - 


limited its co-ed quota to 150, but dur- 
ing the war years let the number climb 
to 256. With total enrollment now at 


650, very few girls will be numbered — 


among the freshmen admitted in Sep- 
tember. 


Muhlenberg College at Allentown, | 


Pa., has reached the peak enrollment 
of its history, 723. Of this number 159 
are navy men enrolled in one of-the 
last surviving V-12 units. Among 
civilian students 415 have returned 
from service in the war. 
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_ Plan to sell Philadelphia hospice 
_ Decision to sell the hospice oper- 
,ated by the Inner Mission Society of 
| Philadelphia was put before the mem- 
‘| bership of the organization for a vote 
/on April 26. Recommendation of the 
| board of directors was that the property 
/be sold to the Moore Institute of Art 
'which has a residence building adjoin- 
ing the hospice at Nineteenth and Race 
|) streets. 
_ The Philadelphia Hospice has been a 
| boarding home for 58 young men. Fa- 
|) mous among superintendents of this in- 
|) stitution, 40 years ago, was Dr. Frank 
|) Buchman—founder of the Oxford 
| Group Movement and now leader in 
“Moral Rearmament.” Dr. Buchman, 
|) who is still on the clergy roll of the 
Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
\left the hospice after differences of 
opinion with the board. Directors con- 
\sidered him impractical, said he bought 
joverly large’ supplies of perishable 
| goods and let them spoil. 
Going to England after the hospice 
incident, Dr. Buchman underwent a re- 
_|markable conversion experience—which 
\left him with the conviction that he 


| 
| 
i! 
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the hospice directors. He wrote them— 
and, it has been charged, none of them 
replied. As directors tell the story, his 
letter gave no address to which a reply 
jmight have been sent. 

| Most recent executive secretary of 
‘the Inner Mission Society, and super- 
jintendent of the hospice, is the Rev. 
Carl Futchs, who leaves on May 1 to 
‘become executive of the Lutheran 
|Charities Association in New Jersey, 


'|Children in trouble 
To help straighten. out child-welfare 
‘problems, Lutherans of the Middle 
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West will be on the air during April 
and May with a radio series entitled 
“Children in Trouble.” 

From Station WCAL the Lutheran 
Welfare Society of Minneapolis will 
broadcast discussions by a pastor, a 
psychiatrist, and a social-work execu- 
tive—all members of the Lutheran 
Church. There will also be a policeman 
and a judge who specialize in problems 
of juveniles. “The Parents and the 
Police” will be discussed on one broad- 
cast; “The Pastor and the Home” on 
another. 


Veterans move into parsonages 

In four churches in Augusta, Ga., 
pastors have moved into apartments 
fixed up in their church basements. 
Their parsonages have been turned 
over to veterans and their families. 

Ten other church leaders in Augusta 
have moved out of their homes and are 
living with relatives, to make room for 
veterans. All local churches have set 
aside a day for a canvass of their mem- 


One returned soldier has settled down with his 
bride in the parish house of St. Paul's Church 
(Episcopal) at Mt. Vernon, N. Y. The rector 
thinks seven more apartments can be fixed up 
in the same building. 

Religious News Service Photo 
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bership to find available living space. 
Families willing to provide rooms will 
be reported to the Red Cross, which 
acts as clearing agent. 

Paterson, N. J., is another city where 
the Council of Churches is launching a 
drive to help provide shelter for the 
homeless. 


"Youth for Christ" gets international 

From Europe and Asia come reports 
of the spreading of the “Youth for 
Christ” revivalistic program. Torrey 
M. Johnson, Chicago leader ‘of the 
movement, went to Europe in March, 
intending to visit Great Britain, France, 
Norway, Germany, and other countries 
including Russia! He is to report on the 
success of his travels at a council meet- 
ing of the organization scheduled for 
Boston, May 7-12. 

In North China and Korea, Religious 
News Service reports, posters announc- 
ing the evangelistic meetings are “dis- 
played in prominent places. U. S. serv- 
ice men and some chaplains have been 
promoting the movement. At Peiping 
an ex-movie actor, the Rev. Ku Jen-en, 
is the top attraction at the meetings. 
He has a flair for dramatic preaching 
and appeals to large audiences of young 
people. 

RELIEF 
Food for Germany 

Food valued at $100,000 has just 
been purchased in Sweden and Den- 
mark for distribution in Germany, it is 
reported at Lutheran headquarters in 
New York. The money was supplied 
by Lutheran World Action. 

Besides the $100,000 for Swedish 
food, authorized by the American Sec- 
tion of the Lutheran World Convention, 
the Canadian representatives of the 
Missouri Synod have provided an equal 
amount for this purpose. 
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Dr. S. C. Michelfelder, who reports 
the purchases, says he has also author- 
ized buying $5,000 worth of seed and 
some hand sowers for Hungary. 

Among most helpful gifts to starving 
people is a recent shipment of five tons 
of liver oil from the Church of Iceland 
to the children of Germany. 


Government shipments lag 

The U. S. government has shipped 
less than half of the amount of wheat 
it promised Europe in the first three 
months of the year, states Chester C. 
Davis, Famine Emergency Committee 
chairman. We are 313,000 tons behind 
our quota, he says. 

“Figures are cold,’ Mr. Davis ac- 
knowledged. “I wish we were able to 
place the plight of those humans on | 
every doorstep. There would be no : 


doubt then of the response.” 

We failed to foresee the great need 
of these peoples when they began scrap- 
ing the bottom of the barrels last fall, 
he continued. By experience we should 
recognize that a year from now we will 
face the same problem. 


Collect clothes in summer 

There must be no lull during summer 
months in the collection of clothes for 
European relief, says Dr. S. C. Michel- 
felder to Lutherans in America. “Send : 
all you can collect. It is my opinion — 
that the winters of 1946 and 1947 will 
be still worse than the one just passed,” ~ 
he states. | 

Just before Easter the original goal — 
of 2,000,000 pounds of clothes and shoes t 
had been reached by Lutheran World F 
Relief at the Easton, Pa., warehouse. 
Incoming supplies are rapidly falling 
off. 

“A fine beginning has been made,” 
declares Dr. Clarence E. Krumbholz,. 
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THIS IS WHERE THE TRIP STARTS. The Rev. Edward G. Goetz, superintendent of the Rochester, 
.N. Y., Inner Mission Society, and the Rev. J. Norman Carlson, assistant superintendent, check 
a clothing shipment for Easton which is being gathered in their city 


Le 
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THIS IS THE NEXT STAGE. Here is a corner of the Easton, Pa., warehouse showing bales of 


H)) 

eC, . ° ° . * 
: lclothing, gathered by Lutherans for European relief. Shipments are being made continually to 
6 imany parts of Europe. Some will soon be going to Asia 
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chairman of LWR administration com- 
mittee. “The need is tremendous and 
continuous. Millions must be helped 
to withstand the rigors of coming win- 
ters. Only a steady flow of contribu- 
tions will assure regular shipments 
throughout the summer.” 

Processing and shipping must be con- 
tinued on a year-round basis to be ef- 
ficient and to maintain shipping pri- 
orities. Summer will provide the best 
opportunity for getting relief supplies 
across the ocean. 

At the New Windsor, Md., ware- 
house where clothing is packed for in- 
terdenominational Protestant agencies, 
there has been a sharp drop in incom- 
ing supplies, reports Dr. Leslie B. Moss. 
Spring weather has diverted people’s 
thoughts from the serious problem. 


Michelfelder reports to Hoover 

People who make brief visits to 
Europe and “splurge on black market 
food” must not mislead Americans re- 
garding the food situation, Dr. S. C. 
Michelfelder advised former President 
Herbert Hoover during the recent 
Emergency Famine Committee survey. 

“The plight of the lower income 
groups in Europe is desperate,” said 
Dr. Michelfelder. “They have barely 
managed to survive hitherto through 
the flow of supplies from overseas. If 
American .supplies fail, unparalleled 
disaster is certain.” 

Relation of the relief program of the 
American churches to the work of the 
government committee was discussed. 
“American churches must lead in dem- 
onstrating their willingness to co-oper- 
ate in the self-denial of essential foods 
in order to save the starving millions 
of Europe and Asia,” Dr. Michelfelder 
said. “Every pound of food saved now 
contributes to the saving of human life 
somewhere in the world.” 
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Herbert Hoover and S. C. Michelfelder confer — 


CHINA 


Reinbrecht returning 

He and his family were prisoners in 
China throughout the war. At last the 
Americans set them free. But Mission- 
ary Charles Reinbrecht refused to leave 
his work in China until someone could 
arrive from America to take his place. 

Now the day has come. Mr. Rein- 
brecht is expected back home at the | 
beginning of this month. He has left 
his work in China’ in the hands of Dr. . 
Paul Anspach who left the United | 
States in February. 

One of the last of Mr. Reinbrecht’s | 
activities in China before leaving for 
home was to visit the Berlin Mission- ~ 
ary Society station at Kwangtung and 
the Schleswig-Holstein Mission in 
Hongkong. Conditions are slowly im-7 
proving in the various mission fields, 
but the full extent of damage to mis-) 


‘sion morale and property has not yet 
| been fully reported. 


Anspach reports 

| Dr. Paul Anspach is working in 
‘Shanghai. Lutheran missionaries re- 
turning from America—Dr. Anspach, 


Mae Rohlfs—have not yet been able to 
get to their station at Tsingtao. They 
are asking for a $75,000 fund to help in 
mission reconstruction. 

Money problems are serious. Almost 
everything in China costs in American 
dollars three times as much as in the 
| United States. At least two American 
‘physicians are needed in the United 
|Lutheran Church mission in the near 
| future, the Anspach report states. Doc- 
‘tors returning to America from the 
Orient after serving in the armed forces 
would be preferred. 


MANCHURIA 
Danes get news 
_ The Danish Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety has finally been able to contact 
its missionaries in Manchuria. 

Through the Foreign Ministry, the 
society has received a cable from Mis+ 
'sionary Buch that all Danish mission- 
aries in Manchuria are safe. He said 
| the Mission had been handicapped by 
|) the fact that 225,000 yen of its money 

‘had been “frozen” in the Bank of Har- 

‘bin, but these funds have now been 
released. 
Although no information has been 
forthcoming on the progress of mis- 
sionary work since the Japanese sur- 
/render, it is believed that conditions 
| hawe improved. 
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JAPAN 
Two American Protestants permitted 


Blocked by U. S. government author- 
‘ities, American Protestant mission 
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agencies have been able to get only two 
representatives into Japan to engage 
in mission and relief work. They are 
Dr. George Ernest Bott of the United 
Church of Canada and Dr. Paul S. 
Mayer, U. S. Evangelical. 

Following a brief visit of four Amer- 
ican Protestants for a survey of Japan 
last November, six missionaries were 
selected by the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference as the first to return for con- 
tinuing service. Only two were able to 
get permission, and they were held up 
for some time on the U. S. west coast. 
The remaining four have at last been 
cleared by Washington, and may sail 
soon. 

At one time General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur is reported to have issued a 
directive allowing entry of one rep- 
resentative from each of 34 denomina- 
tions having Japanese mission work. 
On this basis the United Lutheran 
Church prepared to send a man on 24 
hours’ notice. The notice did not come. 
Washington officials decided to limit the 
number to two, representing all Prot- 
estants. Four Roman Catholic mission- 
aries have been sent, according to Re- 
ligious News Service. 

Food shortage and extremely difficult 
living conditions for civilians in Japan 
are reasons for limiting missionary per- 
sonnel. Another reason suggested is 
that Kyodan, the union of Japanese 
Protestants created during the war, 
does not want American missionaries. 

At a recent conference of Japanese 
Lutheran pastors of the Tokyo district 
it was stated that “it will be our pur- 
pose to revive and strengthen Lu- 
theranism among us. Whether aid 
comes to us from America or not, we 
will continue steadfast in this purpose. 
Lutheranism has a distinct contribution 
to make to the Christian life of Japan.” 
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WORLD NEWS NOTES 


Arabs 

FRANCE Is IN for a lot of trouble in 
her North African possessions: The 
geographical center of the rising storm 
is Cairo; the political center is the Arab 
League, operating as the North African 
Defense Front. The Arab League pro- 
poses to solidify its domain across the 
whole Arab-speaking world, from the 
Persian Gulf to the Atlantic Ocean, and 
is using agitation in the French zone 
to further this end. 

Effort is being made to sell the plan 
to Britain and the U.S. as an idea! 
Mediterranean defense system, and as 
an essential security for the interests 
of the English-speaking nations. This 
has created a state of unrest in Tunisia, 
Algeria, and Morocco. The League en- 
gages in a continual recital of all sorts 
of grievances, and has bolstered its 
agitation by inducing the natives to be- 
lieve the English and Americans will 
back up any revolt. The League is 
seeking to press-the half of the Arab 
states that are not in the organization 
to join. 

Non-resistance 

THe Dominion of South Africa 
seems to be involved in the difficulties 
of Mother Britain with India. Large 
numbers of Hindus in the dominion 
have imported the non-violence re- 
sistance teachings of their homeland 
for use against the Dominion’s Asiatic 
Land Tenure and Representative Bill, 
in so far as it effects them unfavorably. 
They oppose any restriction to their 
purchase of-land, or to equal political 
representation. 

They have even induced the All- 
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India Congress to protest, to the ex- 
tent of threatening to cut off all trade 
with the dominion. This boycott will 
rather stiffen the dominion’s presen’ 
unanimous stand in disregarding the 
protest, and its only effect will likely 
be to intensify the ever-present ques- 
tion of relations between whites and 
non-whites in South Africa. 


Secret 

Russia’s Line of thought is sug- 
gestively indicated by the disclosure 
that she has become a larger subscribe: 
than Britain for eight American scien- 
tific journals in the field of physics. Her 
subscriptions to the Physical Review 
which publishes most of the funda- 
mental research results in this realm of 
thought, are 219 as compared with 121 
for Britain. The figures for this year 
are 80 per cent higher than for last year. 
doubtless because of the intense inter- 
est in nuclear physies and the A-bomb. 

Another suggestive fact is that, while 
the magazines sent to Britain go by 
direct mail to individual scientists. 
those sent to Russia are purchased by 
an agency, which obstructs knowledge 
of the names of the Russian scientists. 
This may or may not be deliberate, in 
harmony with Russia’s general pro- 
gram of secrecy. 


Interference 

Latry AMERICA seems to consider the 
U.S. “Blue Book” attack on Peron, as 
he ran for the presidency of Argentina, 
as unjustifiable interference. Peron de- 
served the indictment. But upon sec- 
ond thought, prompted by the diplo- 
matic reply of Colombia (the most 
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truly democratic state in South Amer- 
ica), the U.S. may at least change its 
attitude, if not its judgment of the facts 
Hlin the “Blue Book.” 
-| Colombia reminded Washington that 
"|Argentina’s election “was fairly and 
correctly held”; that elections always 
do call forth charges that both sides 
would like to forget afterward; that na- 
'\tions naturally resent interference with 
‘\their internal affairs. A suspicion 
,|arises that the U.S. interference may 
have elected Peron. Colombia’s reply 
seems to have expressed the general at- 
titude. Our representatives in the other 
Latin republics have forwarded similar 
‘|reactions. All of which must be the 
\chief reason for Washington’s change 
lof face toward Argentina. 


Automat 
| Just wuen Britain was planning to 
‘install “automats” in dining cars on its 
trains, the new food crisis has to come 
along and spoil the project. And yet 
‘lit ought to work on long trips, where 
food is a necessity. It has been ar- 
ranged to establish a balance between 
tax-strained wallets and a restricted 
food supply by providing only small- 
priced items running from 6 pence to 
1 shilling (10 and 20 cents). 

The recent new cut in food for the 
public, however, has caused the Brit- 
isher to tighten his belt “automat”- 
ically. 


Alaska 

THE Sovier 1s busily enlarging its 
military establishment on the Kurile 
Islands, less than 700 miles from the 
U.S. outposts in the Aleutians. This 
puts our Alaskan possessions in the 
very front of our political and diplo- 
matic interests in the Pacific area. 
| Russia has developed a new and 
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absorbing interest in Alaska. John B. 
Powell recently informed the China 
Society of America that even 10 years 
ago he found numbers of the Komsomol 
(Young Communist League) busy de- 
veloping the Komsomolsk port at the 
mouth of the Lower Amur River. Their 
eventual objective may be suspected 
from their absorption in things Alaskan, 
of which they knew more than the 
journalist. 

He further noticed the constant pres- 
ence and prominence of news items and 
comments on Alaska. These young 
Komsomols freely and frequently ex- 
pressed the conviction that the U.S.A. 
had put over a trick by purchasing 
Alaska for less than a cent an acre. 


This and that 

HatLE SEtassiz is having a thorough 
study made of Sweden’s educational 
system, with the intention of making it 
a model for reforming Ethiopia’s back- 
ward customs. ... Hitler ordered a 
granite victory monument from Swed- 
ish quarries in 1940. It was to be so 
large that the work is still going on, 
but the quarry owners are anxious. 
They have just hired a lawyer to find 
out if there is any chance of getting the 
$500,000 still due on the contract... . 
Zionist sources report about 780,000 
Jews live in Arab-speaking lands out- 
side Palestine. ... From the word that 
comes from U.S. Navy specialists, an- 
other war will see invasion forces pro- 
tected from shrapnel by glass armor. 
Layers of glass fabric, impregnated 
with resin and subjected to heat and 
pressure, will be fashioned into body 
covering, helmets, and flak suits. Their 
resistance to penetration is caused by 


_ distribution of impact, on the same 


principle that a bullet shot into sand 
will not travel far. 


WASHINGTON 


Getting ready for census 

In the appropriation bill for the De- 
partment of Commerce a sum has been 
included for the 1946 census of the 
churches. It may cost $450,000, sur- 
mises Dr. Philip M. Hauser, assistant 
director of the Bureau of the Census. 

“It is not only that many of the de- 
nominations are interested in these sta- 
tistics of religious bodies, but the in- 
formation is very keenly needed,” 
states Dr. Hauser. “Just as some of 
the marketing organizations and others 
want to know what the relationship of 
their business is to all the business be- 
ing done, so the religious bodies want 
to know how their communicants are 
in relation to total religious member- 
ship.” 


Advisers? 

Rep. L. Mendel Rivers (D.-S.C.) has 
inserted in the appendix of the Con- 
gressional Record a letter relating to 
spiritual advisers at the peace confer- 
ence by W. Montgomery Bennett, of 
Beaufort, N. C. 

“How did it happen that the spiritual 
leaders of America were actually pres- 
ent at the San Francisco Conference 
when UNO was born?” the letter- 
- writer asked. 

Replying to his own question, he 
said, “The answer is that the State De- 
partment invited six religious organ- 
izations—two each from the Protestant, 
Jewish, and Roman Catholic faiths—to 
send representatives to San Francisco 
to act as advisers to the American dele- 
gation. 

“The invitation was accepted and 
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what those advisers did in the way of 
being a constraining and restraining 
influence on the delegates is now a 
resplendent page of history. 

“I submit that our Government 
should make similar arrangements 
whereby spiritual advisers will sit be- 
hind our delegates at the 21-nation 
peace conference presently to be held.” 


Good Friday in the Capital 

For a number of years a city-wide 
committee of Catholics and Protestants 
has promoted attendance at Washing- 
ton’s increasing number of Three-Hour 
Good Friday Services. 

This committee has succeeded in per- 
suading a large number of business 
concerns to close during these three 
hours or permit their employees to at- 
tend church without loss of pay. 

President Truman wrote the com- 
mittee a grand letter. At his instruc- 
tion an official directive went to all 
government agencies to release em- 
ployees desiring to attend services. He 
wrote: 

“The plan which you and your colleagues 
have drawn up is ideal in that it seeks the 
co-operation of all to the end that oppor- 
tunity be given through which those so 
disposed may attend religious services of 
their choice during the Three Hours ded- 
icated to remembrance of the death of the 
Saviour. 

“At all times and under all conditions 
of society men have found spiritual profit 
in meditation on the culminating sacrifice 
of Christ’s life. The lessons of the Cross 
are especially vital at this hour when 
mankind stands at the crossroads where 
must perhaps be made the final choice 
between the brotherhood of man and a 
ruined world.” 
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ictators and armies. In April I was 
isited by a man who had come out 
‘pf the Russian zone into Czechoslovakia 
land then to Switzerland, driving his 
‘rar across the Czech border without 
‘he knowledge of the Russian guards. 
asoline had been obtained by a simple 
atter of bribing the military with 
rigarettes, about one cigarette per quart 
of gasoline. 
{| This observer confirmed all reports 
-egarding the efforts of German com- 
munists to achieve a single-party sys- 
: Lem. One of their methods is to arrest 
all leaders of opposition parties and 
eport them. Another method is to 
‘loribe the German population along the 
Oder-Neisse line by promising that all 
territory between the east and the west 
foranches of the Neisse would be taken 
laway from Poland and given back to 
Germany if a single-party system is 
established. 
Furthermore the de-Nazification pol- 
icy of the Russians is more aptly de- 
‘scribed as de-capitalization. This does 
not mean that people are being de- 
capitated, but that all capitalists are 
‘being purged, regardless of whether 
‘they are Nazi or not. 
‘| Apparently the Russians really be- 
‘lieve some of the rumors about the 
ee powers which are circulating 
in the zone. Some of these rumors are 
that German industry is being recon- 
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Poeions Told Their Allies Plan Aggression 


Anti-Red Archbishop was barred from World Council meeting. 


Orthodox Church gains in France. Jews are armed in Palestine 


stituted for allied use and that planes 
and .tanks are being manufactured in 
the neighborhood of Hannover. One 
G.P.U. officer has even gone so far as 
to say that German pilots are being 
retrained to fly Spitfires in the war 
against the Soviet Union. In other 
words, not all of the suspicion among 
the allies is to be found along the shores 
of the Atlantic. On the other hand, it 
was stated that about 10,000 Russian 
deserters are hiding in the ruins of 
Dresden in civilian clothes. 

MucH EXCITEMENT was caused in 
church circles when the Uniat Church 
of the Ukraine decided to renounce its 
attachment to the Vatican and place it- 
self under the supremacy of the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate. One of the echoes 
of this was felt here in Geneva where 
Orthodox Archbishop Anastasius, who 
is a rabid anti-Red, is trying to main- 
tain his opposition to Moscow and his 
friendliness to Rome. 

After leaving Russia many years ago, 
he went to Yugoslavia where he was 
picked up by the Germans and finally 
landed in Munich from where he 
emerged last October after having 
blessed Hitler’s Russian “converts” in 
the Nazi crusade against the USSR. 
The archbishop was most eager to in- 
terest the recent meeting of the Pro- 
visional Committee of the World Coun- 
cil in his cause, and sought to gain ac- 


_cess to the archbishop of Canterbury 


and others, but failed. He even took a 
room in the hotel where the delegates 
were staying in the hope of reaching 
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them in that manner: What has really 
happened to the Uniat Church cannot 
yet be ascertained, but there seems to 
be no doubt that the Soviet Govern- 
ment is strengthening the hands of the 
Orthodox Church in order to profit by 
its influence and good will. 


ANOTHER INTERESTING development in 
the realm of Orthodoxy is the slow but 
steady growth of a Western Orthodox 
Church in France. France is ostensibly 
a Roman Catholic country, but not 
even the Vatican claims more than 
about 10 per cent of France’s popula- 
tion as loyal to the church. For years 
there have been Russian and other 
eastern European emigrants seeking 
refuge in France and gradually they 
have acquired French nationality and 
become completely acclimatized. In a 
manner similar to the gradual Amer- 
icanization of churches during the last 
century, these new Frenchmen want 
to retain the Orthodox Church but 
want it to use the French language and 
have a western flavor. Consequently, 
they are revising the liturgy of the 
Russian Church and training their own 
priests. 

This new church is not only evan- 
gelizing among the children of the new- 
comers, but is likewise claiming the 
interest of many native French who 
long since drifted away from the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. A seminary has 
been established at St. Denis and a 
monastery is busy with research in 
liturgical matters and a common devo- 
tional life. There are only a few con- 
gregations belonging to the Western 
Orthodox Church, but they are loyal 
in their support of the struggling in- 
stitutions which represent them. It is 
not impossible that in a few more years 
the Western Orthodox will become a 
force to be reckoned with. 
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Gornc up into BELcruMm, it was in- 
teresting for us of the World Council 
to note that our work in church recon- 
struction has borne very valuable fruit 
in a new spirit of co-operation between 
the Protestant churches there. 

The World Council has already 
helped Belgium to the extent of pro- . 
viding it with a number of ieoden| 
churches, funds for pastors’ salaries, » 
scholarships for ministerial students. 
who are now in Switzerland and 
France, tents for evangelistic meetings, |. 
ete. It is everybody’s hope that the 
Belgian churches which are very small | , 
and which in the past have been char- ; 
acterized largely by their hostility to lt 
each other, will find a way of col- |. 
laborating for the benefit of all. 

At the conclusion of the morning 
service at the American Church here |. 
in Geneva on April 7, I was greeted 
by Dr. William F. Stinespring, professor |: 
of Old Testament at Duke University, 
who recently traveled to Palestine with 
the Anglo-American commission whose 
recommendations will be adopted by 
the British government in an effort to 
solve the Arab-Jewish question. Dr. 
Stinespring told me that their commis-_ 
sion had to remain under heavy guard 
all during the time it was investigating 
conditions, even being surrounded in 
their hotel and hotel rooms by a “de- 
fense in depth” of armed sentries. 

He estimates the Jewish secret army 
at 70-80,000 well-trained men with 
modern equipment. The Arab forces 
are not so well equipped though muc 
more numerous. He believes that th 
Jews may win the first battle, if th 
present strife develops into open war 
fare, but that the Arabs would win th 
war. Just now the commission is in 
hotel in Lausanne trying to reach 
common mind as to the reeommenda- 
tions to be made. 


The Luthera 


THIS WEEK is cherry blossom time in 
‘Tokyo. Although spring is in the air 
“land much beauty, in no way can the 
“ugly sears of war be hidden. Go in any 
‘\ direction you will; the scene is the same 
's\_rubble, serap iron, ruins, destruction. 
i) In the past three months I have made 

nine trips to Tokyo. It is enough to get 
‘fine feeling of being at home. This was 
llone of the great cities of the globe, and 
‘the largest in the Far East. Everything 
can be found here, poverty and riches, 
pressive buildings and gaunt ruins. 
All roads of the empire lead to it. It 
s/has its surface cars, subways, and elec- 
*Itric trains. Downtown Tokyo still 
i/stands with its impressive modern 
‘buildings, many of them used by the 
\Jarmy forces. American’ soldiers, sail- 
ijors, M.P.’s in jeeps, service men of 
other nations can be seen everywhere. 


Tokyo Topay is taking on a more 
cheerful note. Much of the surrounding 
‘jsections have tiny shacks- dotting the 
landscape. The debris has been cleared 
away, and green gardens cover the fire- 
scorched earth. The children always 
| seem happy, smiles and gaiety are ob- 
served in the young, and even the old 
seem to proceed with some assurance. 
|The inhabitants are glad the awful war 
‘is over, and fraternize with the service 
man as if he belonged in Japan. _ 

Here comes a procession of marchers 
‘\singing their songs and with banners 
held high. Asked what the excitement 
' is about, one receives the answer in one 
' word—“Strike.” A labor group is out 
_ on demonstration for increase in wages. 


| THERE IS THE UGLY SIDE of life—the 
poor, the beggars, the many homeless. 
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‘ Traveler to Tokyo 


By T. BENTON PEERY 


People are forced to live in subway 
stations underground. Ueno Station is 
unforgettable. Here are hordes of hu- 
man beings living like animals, ill-clad, 
little babies shivering on cold concrete 
for beds, mothers nursing cold babies, 


Children smile. At least they seem happy 


Some impressive buildings were spared 


old men dying without covering, from 
pneumonia and other ills. The subter- 
ranean passages from the station to the 
subway are filled with these pitiable 
creatures. Ueno Station is the place 
of departure from Tokyo for all north- 
ern trains in Japan, and when leaving 
there I have never failed to make my 
tour of inspection. Nightly bodies are 


carried out where the spirit has de- 


parted without anyone seeming to care. 


15 


The buildings are heatless. With the 
coming of warmer weather great relief 
is felt. Food is scarce in Tokyo. The 
government helps in the feeding. All 
eating places are off-limits for troops, 
so specified hotels make food available. 


LUTHERAN LEADERS are at work in 
Tokyo. One of the most interesting 
events of my days in Japan was the 
visit in January to the seminary, and 
the home of the Rev. I. Miura. Fires 
burnt right up to the very walls but all 
the fine buildings and residences were 
spared. The gift of the Luther League 
of America endures for the training of 
Christian ministers. After our visit to 
the seminary, a party of 12, six Lu- 
theran chaplains, three assistants, and 
three native pastors, met for dinner in 
Prof. Miura’s home. The fellowship 
was heart-warming. It ended with the 
singing of Christian hymns, the family 
joining the group, and then a sincere 
prayer by the host. 

Of the five Lutheran churches in the 
city there is one sole survivor. It is 
Tonan church, the Rev. K. Hirai pastor. 
For our second meeting the group went 
there, and the sermon was preached by 
Chaplain L. A. Dahlen and the writer 
was introduced and made a brief reply. 
This church was completed during the 
war, the last of our churches to be built. 
It is a beautiful small church. 

Among the native Lutheran pastors 
met in Tokyo are the Rev. Fukuyama, 
Honda, Utsing, Kitamori, Hirai, and 
Miura. These brethren are loyal, faith- 
ful servants of Christ of whom the Lu- 
theran church can be proud. Their 
churches are destroyed by fire, but the 
fires of faith are undimmed. 


LUTHERAN CHAPLAINS in the Tokyo 
area have been Paul G. Hanson, S.Mo.; 
Lester A. Dahlen, L.F.C.; Carroll S. 
Rudisill, Ralph W. Sell, Franklin. A. 
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Only surviving Lutheran church in Tokyo 


Swanson, and Thomas B. Peery, ULC., 
Captain Maurice Horn, son of Dr. E. | 
Horn, born and lived in Japan ni 
merous years, was present for or} 
meeting. One by one these men hay) 
been ordered home, so to the writer! 
best knowledge today he is the lor 
chaplain of the group remaining. 


SomME Facts on Lutheran work her 
Fifty per cent of the churches in Islanc’ 
are destroyed: There is a loss of nin 
churches, nine parsonages, one welfar 
home. Remaining are twelve churche: 
eleven parsonages, two schools, ani 
three welfare homes. 

There were 33 active pastors. Ter 
Lutheran pastors served in the army) 
three have not yet returned, seven re- 
signed since the war, and two have died 
Pastor Testuo Goto was killed ai 
Guadalcanal. Our former leaders are 
not sure of the way ahead. They need 
guidance. Theirs is the courage and 
faith to carry on. All chaplains have 
been glad to help in a small way their 
brethren who have had to carry such 
heavy burdens. There is no doubt that — 
Christianity will grow in strength in 
Japan. Lutheranism, with its strong 
confession, must make its impress. The 
Church will arise from these ashes with 
or without our aid, but to take ad- 
vantage of an opportunity, help from 
America must come soon. 
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The Lord’s Prayer in Public Meetings 


By MARJORY BRACHER 


WHERE TO HOLD the annual picnic had 
caused so much discussion that the 
meeting had run considerably over- 
time. Mrs. Jones still thought Silver 


| Creek would have been better, and was 


whispering to the woman next her. The 
chairman had the harried look of one 
who is obliged to bring up all the items 
of business in the face of a dozen 
women sitting on the edge of their 
chairs and very openly looking at their 
watches. And besides, she was 15 
minutes late for an appointment of her 
own. 

“Now if Mrs. Meeks will order the ice 
cream, and Elsie Smith will get the 
cones as usual, we’ll all stand and say 
the Lord’s Prayer.” 

While the others rose up in almost 
audible relief the chairman stole a 
hasty glance at the notebook lying in 
front of her. She had forgotten to ask 
Mrs. Updyke to look after transporta- 
tion! Would it be better to stop her on 
the way out or phone her after sup- 


per? “Our Father who art...” -To 
have forgotten Mrs. Updyke of all 
people! 

“Give us this day ...” Mrs. Lacey 


was trying to remember where she laid 
her Bible after the devotions, and Elsie 
Smith was wondering why she always 
had to get the cones. Good arguments 
for Silver Creek were still going 
through Mrs. Jones’s head. “. . . forever 
and ever. Amen.” The best thing 
would be to run over to Updykes’ this 
evening, and in the meantime she could 
be thinking what to say. The chair- 
man hurriedly gathered up her “helen 
ings and departed. 
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THERE was A Man who prayed as no 
man had ever prayed before. Those 
who followed Him from village to vil- 
lage and into the hills were astonished. 
Here was a Man who talked with God, 
any time, any place! Standing apart, 
they heard Him pray, and this Man’s 
prayers were not like the temple pray- 
ers nor any others they had heard. Now 
they understood that what was written 
was true: Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him. 
And their astonishment turned into 
great longing. 

So it came about that when the Man 
had been praying in a certain place, 
one whose thirst was very great stepped 
forward and cried, Lord teach us to 
pray. He only asked, and the gates of 
heaven were opened. The Lord him- 
self taught him, Pray this way, my son. 
“Father of ours, who art in the heavens, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, 
just so on earth. Our needful bread 
give us this day. And-dismiss for us 
our debts, as we too -did: dismiss our 
debtors. And bring«us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from the evil.* 
Amen. 


THIS IS THE PRAYER we hurry through 
to close a meeting! 

To say, “But it is the perfect prayer! 
Where could we get a better one?” is 
no excuse for treating it the way we 
do. We are lazy and thoughtless. 

The end of such a meeting as de- 


* Translation ‘by R. C. H. Lenski. 


scribed above is no place for any 
prayer, either the perfect one from our 
Master, or an imperfect one of our own. 
Public prayer requires more of a set- 
ting than a mere announcement by the 
chairman. When actually pressed for 
time, a motion for adjournment is the 
best way to close, no matter how “re- 
ligious” the meeting may have been at 
the beginning. 

It is desirable to close meetings of 
church auxiliaries and committees with 
prayer, though seldom, I believe, with 
the Lord’s Prayer. We know it too well, 
and try as we will our minds are most 
likely to be on something else. 

A simple prayer by the leader will 
secure the attention of the group bet- 
ter than any memorized prayer. One 
such is the following by John Hunter: 
“Grant, O Lord, that what we have said 
with our lips, we may believe in our 
hearts and practice in our lives; and 
of thy mercy keep us faithful unto the 
end; for Christ’s sake. Amen.” 

With the Lord’s Prayer the first thing 
we need to guard against is overuse. 
There is no reason why it must be re- 
peated in every Christian gathering. 
The second is to use it appropriately 
and with respect. 

Public prayer is attended by many 
difficulties. Except in intimate groups 
of very consecrated workers, it is 
usually necessary to create the mood 


on 


“All things are possible to him who believes. 


for prayer, or at least to make it po. 
sible. To sing a hymn makes it possik: 
for many hearts to join in prayer in 
mediately afterward. Discussion 
trivial items of business will have dor 
just the opposite. Reading a Bible pa: 
sage can be a good introduction * 
prayer, if chosen with that intentio: 
A short prayer by one person can k 
followed with the Lord’s Prayer i 
unison. 


THIS PRAYER IS one of our greates| 
possessions, perfect, our pattern no 
only for praying but for life itsel) 
Truer understanding of its meanin)| 
would lead to a desire to use it better 
Why not study it sometime in grouy 
meetings? Good devotional talks o) 
readings can be made by taking an ex-| 
planation of one petition at a time. Any, 
good commentary furnishes these. An-| 
other source is Chapter Four in With 
Christ in the School of Prayer, by 
Andrew Murray. This would provide a. 
series of seven very short readings for! 
group devotions for more than half ay 
year. 

To use the Lord’s Prayer just be- 
cause it is time for a prayer and no one 
has made plans for prayer, is little ap . 
of sacrilege. 

We have learned the eae Our | 
prayer today needs to be, Lord help-us © 
to pray lest we be like the heathen with ~ 
vain repetitions... - - : asv" J 


a ee 


They are less difficult to him who hopes. 
They are easy to him who loves, and ris 3 to any who do all three.” 


_—BrorTHer LAWRENCE , 


When the hat which had been aed ocak shee aitaieentinn was f 4 


returned empty, the pastor shook it. Then he raised his eyes: “Lord,” 
he prayed, “I thank, Thee that I got my hat back from this crowd.” 
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Second in a series of articles on the problem of progress 


By MARTIN J. HEINECKEN 


Eternity is the Answer 


The question of whether we are making any progress in our world must be 
considered according to where we came from and where we are going 


ONCE UPON A TIME, so long ago that 
it was when time itself began, the 
Creator God—moved solely by love— 
brought into being this world of energy 


‘and order. We try to see back to this 


beginning, but it always eludes us, for 
we cannot reach a time before which 
there was no time. 

It is like sailing up a winding river 
and thinking soon to see its source. As 
we reach what we think is the end, we 
round another bend and see fresh vistas 
stretching before us. But somewhere, 
beyond the horizon which we never 
reach, we know there is a source out 
of which the waters well in ceaseless 
abundance. 

As we think of the past, which 
stretches back into endlessness, our 
thought comes at last to a break, a 
source, but a peculiar kind of source. 


It is not the beginning of all things, | 


the fountain out of which all energy 
flows in a straight and continuous line. 
Suddenly we realize that time and 
space, as they stretch on and on into 
the past, are one thing. Outside them 
and beyond them, bringing them forth 
creatively out of nothing, and sustain- 
ing them always, is an OTHER, a creator. 


His Is THE worLD and He made it. It 
was His idea. His handiwork brought 
it forth out of nothing, dependent upon 
Him absolutely and completely. Sur- 
rounding and enfclding the entire world 
in space and time, as the sea surrounds 
an island, and penetrating through it 
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as the unseen ether is said to pervade 
all space, there is this everywhere— 
present, all-powerful oTHER, without 
whom nothing is, of whom and through 
whom and to whom are all things. 

We stand awe-struck before the mys- 
tery of creation. “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.” 
“In the beginning was the Word and 
the Word was with God and the Word 
was God.” In the beginning was Love, 


creative, sustaining Love, distinct from 


the creation, its source and origin, but 
by no means identical with it. This 
Creator-God is not the distant “pusher- 
off” who sends the toboggan sliding 
down the mountain of time, helpless to 
stop it in its dizzy, careening ride. 

Nor is He, as some imply, the to- 
boggan itseli—though He did at one 
time condescend to take a ride upon it 
—if you get what I mean? He is rather 
the unseen, all-present Creator and 
Sustainer who yet is quite distinct from 
His creation and without whom all 
would go out like the light of a candle 
into the nothingness from which the 
light first came when the Creator spoke. 
He is still the governor and director of 
this time-process and still steers the 
course. 


TIME AND SPACE have their creative 
beginning in God and so does each of 
us. From whence is this new life, this 
miracle of energy and potentiality? 
Where did you come from, you with 
your ‘big questioning eyes and your 
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chubby little hands grasping for the 
moon? “Where wast thou when God 
laid the foundations of the earth, when 
the morning stars sang together and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy?” The 
answer is, “Nowhere.” Where did I 
come from? But surely we know the 
facts of life. There is the embryo in 
every stage of its development and we 
can laugh at poor, ignorant Job with his 
cave-man questions concerning the 
miracle of life and growth and order! 
Can we really? Sometime when you 
become obsessed with the wisdom and 
power of “man” who produced the 
atomic bomb, then read with discern- 
ment the thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth 
chapters of the book of Job and see 
how many of those questions you can 
really answer? 

These are not questions as to how to 
obtain and control Uranium 1, 2, 3 
(that’s my chemistry) but “how come 
this bundle of explosive energy in the 
first place?” And so the question of 
your origin and mire does not solve 
itself by peering into the womb or the 
loins of the fathers. 


“You”? “I”? These centers of life 
and responsibility? Where did we come 
from? Where were we before the 
miracle of life began? Some think that 
we pre-existed and came from another 
realm altogether or by transmigration 
from another body. But the truth is 
simply that before “you” and “T,” these 
particular, unique centers of life and 
responsibility, came into being in this 
bourne of time and space, we were 
nowhere, we just weren’t. “I believe 
that God has made me together with all 
creatures.” He made me not out of 
Himself nor of material that he found 
ready to hand, but in the final analysis 
“out of nothing.” 

There you have all theology can say 
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about the miracle of creation. This 
power of genuine creation no creature 
can share with God. It is as impossible 
as that you should point to the end of 
your finger with the end of that same 
finger. 

But what has all this to do with the 
question of progress and perfection? 
Aren’t we going a long way around? 


Whenever people get impatient I am | 
reminded of the advice of a certain | 


wise man who said that you could miss 
getting to a goal by loitering along the 
way, but that you could also miss it by 
rushing past. Are you one of those 
busybodies who cannot wait upon God? 
Must we always have the answer ready 
to hand without being willing to know 
just what the question really is and 
what it involves? Some questions can- 


not be satisfactorily answered until you * 


first answer another and then perhaps 
another and another. 


OuR QUESTION is concerning the com- 
pletion of the Spirit’s work in what we 
call the “resurrection of the body and 
the life everlasting.” We have seen the 
origin of the world and our own origin 
shrouded in the mystery of creation. 
We have tried to row up the river of 
time to its beginning and have come to 
the mystery of God the Creator. Sup- 
pose we go downstream now. Here we 
are floating willy-nilly down the river 
of time and the same phenomenon con- 
fronts us. The horizon always stretches 
beyond us as we turn bend after bend. 
The river never reaches the sea. And 
yet we know that as the river has a 
source beyond our ken, so it also has 


a mouth where it pours itself out again © 
into the great ocean after its wander- — 


ings. 

For some this led to a very nat- 
ural conclusion, which illustrates ad- 
mirably how the mind: of man goes 
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astray when it has nothing to guide it 
but the order of nature. It is surprising 
how many sucked-out intellectuals to- 
day (Aldous Huxley, for example) are 
seeking refuge in this philosophy. We 
observe the cycle of nature. A little 
drop of moisture is separated from the 
ocean and drawn up into the clouds by 
the rays of the sun. Somewhere on a 
distant hillside the little drop falls and 
begins its wanderings, joining the 
stream that finally flows again into the 
sea. This is the picture of the soul that 
becomes separated from the great ocean 
of being and joins in the flow of time 
until after many reincarnations it flows 
back into the sea and its separate in- 
dividuality loses itself again in “the 
great all.” 

Now we have already distinguished 
the Christian view from this. The hu- 
man being, “you” and “I,” as distinct 
centers of responsibility, are not drops 
separated off from the great ocean of 
being. We are creatures of God, having 
no pre-existence, but creatively brought 
out of nothing. We start, so to speak, 
from snuff. Here is the long line of the 
flow of time and somewhere along that 
line you and I have been brought forth 
creatively by the power of God. For 
a few short years we travel along with 
the river of time. Then the grim reaper 
“mows us down.” Now what? Some 
try to laugh it off. The “reaper” is a 
cosmic Charley McCarthy whose “I’ll 
mow ’em down” is but the ventril- 
oquism of a blind and ruthless fate. All 
we are puppets only, playing a worse 
or a better part without any real free- 
dom or choice or responsibility. 


THEN THERE ARE OTHERS who make a 
distinction betwéen the evil body and 
the indwelling eternal soul. The body 
is the prison house and at death the 
doors are opened and the soul is re- 
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leased to return to God. The body de- 
cays, but the soul lives on, for it is 
made of the very substance of eternity. 
So all this world of matter, this world 
of things, of cuddly babies and pink 
shawls, of rattles and blocks, of base- 
balls and doll buggies, of hammers and 
saws, of anvils and plows, of towers 
and ships, of pianos and violins, of 
mountains to climb and rivers to plunge 
in—all this is supposed not to be the 
“real” world. The real world is sup- 
posed to be the world of spirit released 
from the body, the world of —? yes, of 
what? of beauty without body, of good- 
ness without any gifts to present, of 
truth as airy as two plus two, not two 
apples and two pears, but just two plus 
two—period! 

How strange that the mind of man 
should take refuge in such abstractions, 
stripping the world of things of one 
layer of sensuous beauty after the other, 
like peeling an onion, until nothing is 
left but the tears! This is not the world 
that God has made and that sets our 
hearts to singing. This world is real 
simply because it is, and a fly, if it ex- 
ists, has just as much existence as God 
Himself if He exists. When God made 
man He put him in “paradise,” in the 
garden of joy. He gave him access to 
all the trees in the garden with only 
one exception. He set him to till the 
earth and subdue it, to train the trel- 
lised vines and to unearth the hidden 
stores of gold. “The Lord looked on all 
that He had made and it was good.” 
The body is not the prison house of the 
soul, but the temple of the spirit, more 
exquisitely fashioned than any temple 
made with hands. And death, there- 
fere, is not the welcome release of the 
soul from. its prison house, but it is the. 
wages of sin. As St. Augustine says, we 
“bear about us our mortality, the wit- 
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ness of our sin,” and with each breath 
we draw closer to that moment when 
God’s handiwork that was made for life 
sinks into decay, “ashes to ashes, dust 
to dust.” 

But—if we “know the Scriptures and 
the power of God” we do not stop here. 
There is the second Adam who once 
innocently suffered the wages of sin 
for all mankind and God “did not suffer 
His Holy One to see corruption.” We 
believe in the “bodily” resurrection of 
Jesus. The same Jesus who was laid 
in the tomb was raised again. The tomb 
was empty. The whole man triumphed 
over death. It was God’s seal of ap- 
proval upon the sacrifice of the cross 
and it was the “earnest,” the guarantee 
of the resurrection to glory of all those 
united with this living Christ in faith. 
There is no other guarantee of a glo- 
rious life everlasting erent this res- 
urrection. 


Ir WAS A GLoRIFIED body with which 
Christ arose, a body differing from the 
body that was laid in the tomb as the 
full-blown plant differs from the seed, 
as the sun resplendent in its own light 
differs from the pale, reflected glory of 
the moon. It was the second Adam in 
the full vigor of sainthood, of perfect 
love vindicated. It was the prophecy, 
the sign of what shall happen to all the 
redeemed. The whole man shall be 
glorified and thus admitted into the fel- 
lowship of sight in the presence of the 
Redeemer-God. It is not, as we said, 
the drop of water returning to the great 
ocean of being. It is not the eternal, 
uncreated soul returning to its true 
home. It is not at all the simple tran- 
sition. of an indestructible substance 
from one realm to another. It is a crisis 
and the recurrence of a miracle. 

At the: beginning of our life stands 
the miracle of creation through the 
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power of God. At its end stands the 
“miracle” of “resurrection” through 
the same power of the same God. Crea- 
tion is life out of nothing. Resurrection 
is life out of death, decay, corruption, — 
which are the wages of sin. When all 
the glory of man has faded as the flower ; 
of the field, it is God who brings forth — 
life. It is the same Word that first — 
caused the light to shine out of dark- 
ness that now causes the dry bones to 

rise and take on flesh, glorified flesh. 

And, please, this has nothing to do with © 
the reassembling of the same chemical © 
particles that once constituted the 
earthly body. This is the completion of © 
the Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification — 
in the individual, the making of a sin- 
ner into a saint. The sainthood of which 
we speak is the sainthood of sins for- 
given and being clothed upon with the 
righteousness of Christ. But this is the © 
consummation. This is the actual per- — 
fection. This is the real “crisis,’ the 
turning point, the real rebirth, renewal, 
restoration, resurrection, which was be- 
fore possessed only in faith. This is the 
only true “beyond tragedy” when sor- 
row and sighing shall flee away and all 

shall be filled with the boundless, crea- 
tive love of God that passes all human ~ 
knowledge, sense, or sight. i 
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WE SAID BEFORE that there was no | 
way of progressing beyond the perfec- 
tion of the pronouncement of forgive- 
ness and that is true as far as the dec- 
laration of righteousness is concerned. 
But that does not prevent this other 
transformation from an actual sinner 
burdened with mortality and all the © 
ravages of sin and limitations of fini- — 
tude, into the full stature of perfect — 
manhood where all is cone in perfect — 
and willing obedience and love is really — 
the law of life and all selfishness and 
lust are purged. 
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Occasionally spiritualists claim to 
have received messages from beyond 
the grave, but the best such revelations 
seem to be able to achieve is a “super- 
five-cent-cigar” to replace the “harp” 
of an earlier, less sophisticated age. 


‘What is it the Scriptures promise? A 


mansion in the Father’s house, a tab- 
ernacle not made with hands, unending 
life lived to the glory of the Redeemer- 
King, not a pious vegetating through- 
out eternity like cabbages in paydirt, 
no mere continuation of the space-time 
existence only at a higher speed and 
minus some of the irritations, not a 
Mohammedan heaven of numberless 
hours and an inexhaustible spleen, nor 
yet some kind of disembodied, spiritual 
existence, whatever that is, but a seeing 
face to face, where the barrier of sin 
is completely removed and God’s crea- 
tive love has free access to the heart 
and life. 

It is a life we cannot well imagine, for 
in this life we are called each moment 
to decision, and we live in the fervor 
and excitement of the battle. But in 
eternity the battle is over and both the 
victory and the peace are won. The 
“anxiety” that both leads us to sin and 
moves us to creative effort no longer 
exists in the presence of the all-pro- 
vider. The predicament of a divided 
mind is no more, and struggle and com- 
petition and sacrifices and alms for the 
less fortunate have no place in this ful- 


fillment. As we view this prospect it 


may turn out not to be such a very in- 
viting and stimulating one. What “kick” 
can there possibly be in a life so devoid 


of all that gives our life its zest, the 
wooing of a maiden’s hand with all the 
uncertainty and anguish of the quest, 
that unmatched feeling of joy in bat- 
tling with some kind of obstacle, etc.? 


PERHAPS, WHEN WE SET our imagina- 
tion to work, the details of the picture 
do become shadowy. But if we really 
have faith in that God who made us 
so ingeniously in the first place, then we 
ought to trust that God with imagina- 
tion enough to keep us constructively 
busy throughout eternity. I for one am 
not anticipating any dull moments in 
the face-to-face presence of the God 
who made the Alps and a baby’s hand. 
When the rationalistic Sadducees de- 
nied the resurrection, Jesus answered 
simply: “Ye do err, not knowing the 
Scriptures nor the power of God.” 

So we confidently confess that we 
believe “in the resurrection of the body 
and the life everlasting,” which Luther 
explains as part of the work of the Holy 
Spirit who “will at the last day raise 
up me and all the dead and grant me 
and all the believers in Christ everlast- 
ing life. This is most certainly true.” 
This is the end of our history that lies 
beyond the history of each of us. It is 
the goal and consummation that shall 
never be actualized in this life of space 
and time, but only when time itself shall 
be over, that is to say, when the crisis, 
the turning point into eternity has been 
passed. And this goal and consumma- 
tion of each of us is also the goal and 
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There are just three things which we can do with life. We can 
hoard it, we can squander it, or we can invest it. Now is the time to 


covenant with God that we will invest it. 
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consummation of the whole world 
process as we shall see. 
—Bruce R. BAXTER 
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The Road Back 


By MABEL LASSANCE THEISZ 


Puiiie Carter sat on the edge of his 
bed and unfastened the band that held 
one artificial leg in place. How tired 
he was. But it was a glowing tiredness. 
He felt a keen satisfaction in being 
tired tonight. He was finding himself. 
Three weeks by himself in Bob-O-Link 
cottage at River Bend Camp had given 
him rebirth, as it were. Chaplain 
Blake had hoped it would be so. He 
had urged Phil to make the experiment. 

And the chaplain had kept his word 
—Phil-knew he would. No one had 
come to spoil this secret experiment, no 
one except the chaplain who drove out 
for a few minutes every other day to 
get a report on his “special case,” as he 
called Phil. Actually he came to make 
sure Phil hadn’t run into any snags in 
the use of his new equipment. 


PHIL HAD WEARIED so dreadfully of 
those months in the hospital, endless 
Gays and nights alone with his thoughts. 
He was sure then that he would never 
know physical weariness again, that he 
was doomed to a useless existence be- 
twixt bed and wheelcheir. 

And to think he had said to his bud- 
dies one time, “If I ever get out of this, 
T’ll sleep the rest of my life.” But that 
was when he was living in foxholes, 
under fire day and night. His company 
was fighting the Japs. He had experi- 
enced three days and nights without 
sleep, not a chance of being relieved. 
There was no turning back, but just 
on and on, up and over the hill, digging 
new foxholes when the firing stopped 
long enough, yet driven to speed by the 
danger from snipers and grenades. 

How Phil longed in those days for a 
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comfortable bed in which to rest his 
weary muscles. He didn’t think he 
would ever absorb enough rest. “Just 
shows,” muttered Phil, “that we never 
know what’s ahead.” 

During a lull in the fighting the boys 
had been trying to relax, when through 
slitted eyes Phil saw a head slyly ap- 
pear from behind a distant tree, then 
shoulders, and arms raised... . 


ONE LIMB UNFASTENED, Phil started on 
the thigh-lacer that held the other. 
“Yeah,” he said aloud, “I collected that 
night all right. Grenade landed right 
in the midst of us and blew me half to 
smithereens. 
just changed my position. What good 
would a pair of legs be without a 
head?” 

And then because he had actually 
been on his own all day, had done 
everything that needed to be done him- 
self, and was so happily tired; he 
swung his stumps under the blanket, 
lay back on the pillow, and with a 
murmured “Good old Chaplain” on his 
lips, fell sound asleep. 


IT HAD BEEN A TERRIBLE shock to Phil 
when he regained consciousness in the 
hospital and realized he had lost both 
his legs. “Why didn’t they finish me?” 
he had asked bitterly. “What good am 


*Spose I’m lucky I had 


I now? I’ll just be a burden.” And he — 


wouldn’t look at it any other way. The 
doctors and nurses tried to cope with 


this natural state of depression but the © 


usual methods had no effect. 


Ann Apair’s LETTERS came regularly, — 


but Phil wouldn’t open them. His par- 


ents had been notified of his injury. 
They would tell Ann. What more was 
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't's not easy for a crippled veteran to start over. Chaplains help him in his readjustment 


there to say? It was true he and Ann 
had planned to marry, but this changed 
everything. He had intended to take 
care of her, not that she should wait 
upon him, and then look at him with 
pity—all the while feeling in her heart 
that she had been cheated—that life 
was passing her by while she sat beside 
an invalid. 

Tf he wrote to her to break their en- 
gagement, she would try to convince 
him it was her duty to marry him. It 
was better this way. He would just 
ignore her. No girl liked to be ignored, 
so she would soon tire of this one- 
sided correspondence and give up. She 
was young and pretty. When she be- 
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came interested in someone else, things 
would be as they should be. 

But Phil didn’t reckon with this dou- 
ble loss, what it would do to him. 
Losing his leg was terrific, but with 
Ann out of his life! Well, there wasn’t 
much point in living. They had been 
so much a part of each other’s life. since 
that night at the recital six years ago. 
He was to play his violin for the first 
time before an honest-to-goodness au- 
dience. At the last minute his ac- 
companist became ill and had to go 
home. Phil’s instructor, Mr. Grey, said 
the accompaniment was not difficult 
and he thought one of the other girls 
could play it. He went in search, and 
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came back with a dainty, attractive girl 
in a frilly pink dress. Mr. Grey showed 
her the music, she looked it over care- 
fully, and then nodded her head. When 
they were introduced, Ann gave Phil a 
smile that seemed to say, “We'll get by 
all right.” They played the entire num- 
ber perfectly. Afterward, though they 
were only kids, Phil surprised himself 
by saying, “I could keep in tune with 
you always.” 

Life without Ann wasn’t going to be 
easy. Phil spent sleepless nights and 
weary days, thinking and not getting 
anywhere. Doctors and nurses were 
worried about him. Talking or scolding 
did no good. Other amputees went 
about their muscle-building exercises 
with vigor. Phil did them only hailf- 
heartedly. He would never be in shape 
for the grueling days ahead, practicing 
with artificial limbs. 

ONE DAY A NEW CHAPLAIN came in the 
ward. Phil didn’t know he had been 
sent because of his amazingly successful 
work with despondent men. Chaplain 
Blake talked softly, soothingly to Phil. 
“You are bereaved, Phil, stripped with- 
out warning of part of yourself. Just 
as when we lose someone very dear, 
we become dazed, unable to see things 
clearly. If we continue bravely in do- 
ing the matter-of-fact things of daily 
living, colorless as they are, the day 
will finally come when life will again 
take on meaning, when we will want 
to live. There is this blank interim 
through which we must pass.” 

On another visit the chaplain said, 
“Phil, I’m afraid you’ve been getting 
the wrong picture of your future. 
Crutches are awkward and inconvenient 
and are glaring signs of disability. But 
you will not have to depend upon 
crutches the remaincer of your life. 
Artificial limbs are cleverly made and 


2 


sometirnes can be worn without detec- 


tion. It all depends upon your willing- 
ness to try to manage them.” 


There was always something for Phil 
to think about after the chaplain’s vis- 


its and it did take his mind off himself. 
On one occasion after the chaplain had 
led Phil into talking about Ann, he had 


continued, “I know, Phil, that you think ; 
you are doing the right thing in regard | 


to Ann, but has it ever entered your 
mind that you might not be playing 
fair? She took you at your word when 


you told her you loved her. Now she. 


is going to feel that that love was not 
very strong if it couldn’t surmount this 
obstacle. She certainly has proven the 
strength of her love by continuing to 
write you all these months in the face 
of your neglect. Trouble brings two 
persons closer together if they truly 
love each other. Perhaps Ann would 
prefer you as you are to any other man. 

“Phil, you are trying to battle this 


out by yourself. You need help, Phil, | 


the help that only God can give. 
Strength cometh dgwn from above if 
we will only ask for it. The Apostle 
Paul said, I can do all things through 
Him who strengtheneth me.’ We can 
get only as much strength from God 
as we have faith to receive. Will you 
do something, Phil? Will you try to 
stop being afraid and will you meditate 
upon a Bible verse? It is the second 
verse in the twelfth chapter of Isaiah, 
‘I will trust, and not be afraid; for the 
Lord Jehovah is my strength.’” 

The clouds that constantly hung 
about Phil didn’t seem quite so black 
when the chaplain left. He had to ad- 
mit to himself he had been afraid, that 
in thinking so much about himself he 
had entirely forgotten about the Source 
of strength. Slowly he said to himself, 
“J will trust, and not be afraid; for 
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| the Lord Jehovah is my strength.” Then 
-| Phil remembered how he had prayed 
on bent knees in childhood, and bowed 
|| his head to talk to his forgotten God. 


| A MUCH LIGHTER-HEARTED Pum pulled 
| himself up in his bed with his hands. 
| Perhaps he wasn’t being fair to Ann. 
He opened the drawer in his bedside 
table and looked at the stack of un- 
opened letters. He reached for the one 
on the bottom of the pile and tore it 
open. “Dear Phil,” he read. “I want 
you to know that no matter what has 
happened, I shall always feel the same 
toward you. Long ago we vowed we 
belonged to each other—don’t ever for- 
get that! I know you will be able to 
overcome your handicap. Have faith.” 
He picked up the most recent letter 
; and read, “I’m busy, Phil. I must be 
ready for that day when you come 
home and so I’m making a pink dress. 
' Do you remember telling me so many 
| times that you would never forget that 
frilly pink dress I wore the night of the 
recital? You said it made me look 
sweet. I want to look that way again, 
Phil, for our second meeting. This time 
may we never have to part. So I’m 
making a frilly pink dress. .. .” 
What had the chaplain said? “We 
ean get only as much strength from 
_ God as we have faith to receive.” Ann 
still had faith in him, but he was prov- 
ing himself a weakling. A girl like Ann 
—oh, how desperately he needed her! 
Phil suddenly realized he had been 
wasting precious time. When Chaplain 
Blake came in, he looked at Phil and 
then said, “No, don’t tell me. I can see 
it in your face. You have decided to 
try out the words of that verse.” The 
chaplain and Phil talked a long time 
that day. “I will put myself into those 
exercises,” promised Phil. “I’ll even try. 
when the time comes, to manipulate the 
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artificial limbs. But please don’t ask 
me to go home when I leave the hos- 
pital. Somehow, somewhere, I must 
prove to myself that I’m a man again.” 


So IT WAS THE CHAPLAIN’s idea that 
Phil should go to River Bend Camp. 
Chaplain Blake kept Phil ever mind- 
ful of the coming experiment in those 
last months at the hospital. He didn’t 
want Phil to become discouraged in 
the terrific job of learning to walk 
again. He told Phil, “Success or failure 
in walking lies with you. You were 
fortunate to have a good surgeon who 
considered your future when he am- 
putated. He has given you good stumps 
so you can wear your artificial ap- 
pliances with comfort and efficiency. 
Some men accept misfortune as a chal- 
lenge to do their very best. Others 
are licked and see no reason to fight. 

“Tt all depends upon your will and 
spirit. Your first steps will be falter- 
ing until you learn balance. You must 
get the ‘feel’ of walking. Your appli- 
ances are tools which you must learn 
to use. The naturalness of your gait 
will depend upon your efforts to master 
their use. 

And so Phil sweated it out. He needed 
all the perseverance he could muster. 
Ann’s letters had become buoyant since 
she had heard from him. Now he felt 
he must make good. There was a rea- 
son for his exertion. At first the stumps 
became chafed under his weight but 
gradually the skin became thickened so 
he could tolerate pressure. It took 
practice, practice, practice. 

Then came the day when Phil was 
permitted to leave the hospital.” The 
first few days at the camp had really 
been trying. He had mastered thie 
stnooth hospital floors but the rough 
ground of the camp presented real dif- 
ficulty. 
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EARLY ONE BEAUTIFUL morning Phil 
decided to try his luck at fishing. He 
was glad there was no one around to 
watch his first clumsy attempt to get in 
the boat. He always had to remember 
in stepping up to lead with the leg that 
had the natural knee and let the other 
one follow. When he rowed to the spot 
where the river was widest, he dropped 
his line over the sidc of the boat, and 
sat quietly waiting for the gentle pull 
that would tell him a fish had found the 
bait. Suddenly he felt a gladness surge 
through his being, a gladness that he 
was alive. The beauty of the landscape, 
the calmness of the water, the songs of 
the birds high in the trees along the 
river bank, all played a part in easing 
his tenseness. At least he could relax! 

Phil realized his mental depression 
had come from a feeling of helpless- 
ness. He had felt he would never be 
active again. His thoughts had dwelt 
upon his difference from others and he 
was sure he would always be an object 
of pity. With his new sense of well- 
being he knew life was not over for 
him. Indeed, he was beginning anew 
He must prove his capableness to him- 
self and then he would be ready to re- 
turn to Ann. He had been a good book- 
keeper before he entered the service. 
With a little more study he could be- 
come an accountant. He would be able 
to provide for Ann. 

Every day brought Phil closer to 
normalcy. The constant, cheerful songs 
of the birds in the glorious fall sunshine 
gave Phil a yearning to play his violin. 
He forgot that in the height of his 
despair he had sworn he would never 
touch it. It had been an unusually 
warm, pleasant September but October 
was bringing chilly days. Phil enjoyed 
sitting by the warmth of his little wood 
stove and planning his future. Chap- 
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lain Blake always brought a letter fro: 
Ann when he came, and Phil alway 
had one ready for the chaplain to mai 

“I owe my whole future to you,” Ph 
had said on one of the chaplain’s shor 
visits. “You rescued me from th 
depths of despair. I hate to think hov 
empty my life would have been if you 
had not found me.” 

“That is why we are in this world,’ 
the chaplain replied. “God has giver 
us the power to help each other.” 


AT THE END of the fifth week Phil re- 
turned with Chaplain Blake to the hos- 
pital for a check-up, and then together 
they continued on to Phil’s home. 
Riding through the familiar streets of 
his home town brought a great peace- 
fulness. When the car stopped in front 
of his house, all the family came out. 
excitedly to greet him. How happy he 
was to see his parents, his sisters. He 
proudly introduced his benefactor. 
Such exuberant talking! When they 
all went into the house and the door 
closed behind them, there, framed in a- 
doorway, stood Ann, looking just like 
that lovely indelible picture in the back 
of his mind. She was dressed in the 
prettiest pink dress he had ever seen, 
and on her face was the smile he had 
learned to love so dearly, the smile 
that gave him confidence. “Ann,” he 
gasped, and the years of separation 
which had seemed so long faded away 
into nothingness. 

In Phil’s excitement he did not notice 
how matter-of-factly everyone ac- 
cepted the chaplain, just as if he were 
an old friend. For the chaplain had 
never revealed to Phil how long he had 
been in correspondence with the fam- 
ily. Chaplain Blake’s happiness was 
complete. His prayers had ‘been an- 
swered. Phil was safely on the road 
back. 
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™ The Gospel According to St. Luke 


| Chapter One 
| ANNOUNCEMENT 


This is the beginning of a weekly series of 
studies in Luke. Read the first chapter of the 
Gospel of Luke before reading this article. 


“THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BOOK that has 
exclaimed the 
French critic, Renan. His judgment 
was primarily a literary one, but to us, 
who look with adoring faith at the Per- 


| son who is here revealed, these words 
_ are true in a much fuller sense. 


The Gospel according to Luke is not 
a biography. No one could assemble his 
material, supplement it by the addi- 
tional data provided by the other 
writers of the New ‘Testament, and 
produce an acceptable biography. Luke 
did not write a “life of Christ,” but a 
Gospel, an account of the glorious 
“Good News” of what God did for men 
through His Son. All the authors could 
have adopted the words of John: “Many 
other signs (miracles) truly did Jesus 
in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book, but these 
are written that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing ye might have life 
through his name.” (John 20:30-31.) 


OTHER ATTEMPTS had been made, be- 
fore Luke began his, but he regarded 
them as fragmentary and poorly ar- 
ranged. This evidently did not apply 
to Mark’s Gospel, for Luke’s, as well as 
Matthew’s, follows Mark’s outline. 
Luke was thinking rather of others that 
failed to stand the test of time. He does 
not question the facts they record con- 
cerning “those things that were fulfilled 
among us” (rather than “most surely 
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By JOHN SCHMIDT 


believed,’ verse 1). These facts had 
been attested by eyewitnesses, servants 
of the Word, and formed the content of 
the Christian proclamation. 

Luke adds that he himself had accu- 
rately traced all facts, from the begin- 
ning to the end. While he does not 
name his sources, he does guarantee 
their reliability. This material he now 
intends to present “in order,” mostly 
chronological. 

This book and also The Acts are sent 
to a nobleman, Theophilus. Perhaps the 
best guess as to his identity is that he 


was Paul’s defense attorney in Rome 


to whom Paul’s intimate now sent these 
documents which give full details con- 
cerning the nature of the cause that 
the great Apostle proclaimed. This 
would support the verbal information 
(verse 4) he had already received. 


LUKE HIMSELF is called a “physician” 
(Colossians 4:14) and scholars like 
Ramsay and Harnack have pointed to 
the frequency of medical language in 
his writings. From the “we’—sections 
of Acts (beginning with 16:10) we can 
trace much of his association with the 
Apostle to the Gentiles. Luke was a 
Greek, the only Gentile to contribute 
to the Bible. 

After his introduction the polished 
Greek style changes into a simple He- 
brew style that points to Luke’s close 
adherence to his Hebrew sources. Since 
his story centers wholly in Mary (in 
contrast to Matthew), it may be as- 
sumed that she was his source of infor- 
mation, either directly or indirectly. 
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Much of it could have been known in 
no other way. 

When Herod the Great ruled in 
Judea (37 to 4 B. c. are the limits of 
his reign, and Luke’s story probably 
can be dated 7 or 6 B, c.), a priest 
named Zacharias went to the temple, 
because it was time for his “course” or 
family to conduct the ritual. Although 
he and his wife Elizabeth were “both 
righteous before God,” being strict ob- 
servers of both the moral and cere- 
monial code, they were saddened be- 
cause they had no child. This “re- 
proach” was considered a punishment, 
which is why Luke emphasizes their 
righteousness. Yet this had not served 
to protect them from disappointment 
and sorrow. 

It was Zacharias’ good fortune to 
draw the lot permitting him to perform 
the honored function of offering in- 
cense. Since there were 20,000 priests, 
this could happen only once in a life- 
time, although incense was offered each 
morning and evening, before the sac- 
rifice of the lamb. 

Zacharias entered into the holy place, 
while the people stood in the court of 
Israel. While offering the incense, he 
prayed, perhaps a collect for the prom- 
ised Messianic deliverance. Mingled 
with this “official” prayer, there may 
have been a plea for a son, even though 
the petition seemed hopeless, Even he 
did not expect God to answer his 
prayer! 

Suddenly he became aware of the 
presence of another. An angelic mes- 
senger stood before him. How sig- 
nificant that the first speech recorded 
in the Gospel begins, “Fear not!” This 
is good news, not evil. The dual prayer 
is to be answered. The Messiah is at 
hand! And your long-awaited son is 
to prepare the way for Him! Your hap- 
piness is to be a world’s happiness. 
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THE CHILD, comes the command, shal 
be named John (which means “Jah- 
weh is gracious” or “Jahweh’s gift”).’ 
He is to be a Nazarite in gelf-discipline 
not using wine but being filled with the 
Holy Ghost-edescription that reminds 
us of Paul’s words in Ephesians 5:18 
Like the expected “Elijah” (whom the 
Jews expected to precede the Messiah, 
because of Malachi 4:4-6), he is to 
preach repentance. His preaching will 
restore family unity and also restore 
wanderers to the old path of justice 
and trust (verses 13-17). 

Zacharias doubted the answer to his 
own prayer and advanced perfectly 
“reasonable” objections. But the angel 
answers by asserting his credentials and 
stating his purpose to be the telling of 
“good news.” Zacharias’ doubt, how- 
ever, resulted in his being stricken 
dumb, until the birth of his son. Thus 
the people, waiting perhaps for his 
benediction, guessed something of what 
had happened inside (verse 22). 

It must have strained his patience 
to finish out his week of temple service 
before returning to his home! For five 
months after their child was conceived, 
Elizabeth avoided public attention. And, 
like Rachel (Genesis 30:33), she re- 
joiced that her “reproach” in the 
opinion of society is removed. 


THE SCENE NOW SHIFTS to Nazareth, 
a small town in Galilee. There a young 
woman also sees an angel. She was 
engaged to be married to Joseph. This 
was considered as binding as the mar- 
riage itself, although the marriage cere- 
mony was normally not held until a 
year later. 

The angel’s greeting is not the Ave 
Maria of the Roman Church (which 


* Jahweh is. the Old Testament name of 
God; mistakenly transcribed as “Jehovah” 
in the American Revised Version. 
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_ dates from the sixteenth century), but 
. merely asserts that God has given much 
- grace to her. It is thought that the con- 
| eluding words of verse 28, which are 
| lacking in many manuscripts, were 
_ added upon the hint of verse 42. The 
| uncertainty and curiosity of Mary are 
answered by more information. Al- 
though she is not married, she is at 
- onee to conceive a Child, whose name 
is to be Jesus. The reason for this 
choice is indicated by Matthew (1:21). 
It is the Greek form of the common 
Hebrew name “Joshua” (“Salvation of 
Jahweh”), and is used for the old He- 
brew hero himself in Acts 7:45 and 
Hebrews 4:8. 

But this Child, among the many who 
bore the name, will truly deserve it. 
. He shall be “the Son of the Highest” 
and to Him the Messianic throne will 
be given. (Only later—2:32—is this 
Jewish Messiah acknowledged to be 
also “a Light to lighten the Gentiles.”) 

With delicacy and dignity the his- 
torian reports Mary’s bewilderment. 
She was conscious of her purity. How 
then could she become a mother before 
she had a husband (verse 34)? Roman 
Catholic scholars read into this verse 
the thought of her purpose to remain 
a virgin throughout life, but of that 
Luke gives no hint. Gabriel does not 
“explain” this miracle, except to tell 
her that even as .he speaks with her 
the conception is taking place. This 
birth will be due to the direct, creative 
activity of the Almighty. For this Child 
is unique. He is to be “holy,” as shar- 
ing the divine nature (verse 35). Then 
he tells her of the other miraculous, 
though different, birth expected by her 
relative Elizabeth, of which Mary had 
not heard (verse 24). Was this not 
proof that “with God momning shall be 
impossible”? 
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With simple faith and humble sub- 
mission Mary accepts God’s will. She 
is willing to be His “slave girl,” al- 
though she knows that this high honor 
in the sight of God will bring her mis- 
understanding and shame. 


NATURALLY, AFTER THIS EXPERIENCE, 
Mary hurried to talk with Elizabeth. 
Perhaps, too, she. was not unwilling to 
evade for a time the gossips of Nazareth 
(compare Matt. 1:18-25). Elizabeth is 
honored and excited by the visit. Only 
an unusual conviction would cause her 
to reverse the established custom by 
which the older was given unquestioned 
priority. Yet neither her age, nor her 
higher social standing, stood in the way 
of her paying honor to Mary, “the 
mother of my Lord” (verse 43). The 
interest. of a physician is shown in the 
physical aspect of the visit mentioned 
in verse 41. 

Mary’s response is called the Mag- 
nificat (from its first word in Latin), 
and is still sung in our Vespers. It is a 
mosaic of Old Testament words and 
ideas, resembling the song of Hannah 
(I Samuel 2:1-10), but adapted to her 
present emotions. In part it may have 
been a synagogue hymn that Mary 
knew. It is filled with praise and joy 
at God’s goodness. The ideas of the 
Beatitudes are frequently anticipated. 
Humility and confidence are blended, 
for her experience is of a piece with all 
God’s dealings with His people. This 
is His normal behavior. “He hath filled 
the hungry with good things; and the 
rich He hath sent empty away” (verse 
53. The words might well be chosen 
as the “Golden Text” of her Son’s min- 
istry among men! 

In the home of her kinfolk, Mary re- 
mains. Only after the birth of John, 
the child of the first angelic promise, 
does she return. to her own home. 
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Personal Problem Clinic 


Marry? 


My husband died three years ago and 
left me with three small children. For 
about eight months I have been going with 
a young man who has asked me to marry 
him. 

This man has many fine qualities, and 
has been successful in his vocation. He 
presents a good appearance, and is polite 
and considerate. His reputation in the 
community is very good. But, while he 
commands respect in so many ways, he has 
no interest in the church. He never at- 
tends, though I have invited him many 
times. His ideas of right and wrong are 
quite sophisticated. He laughs about my 
moral scruples, and he gives me no credit 
for regular church attendance. 

When, in my affection for him, I con- 
sider the future, I am torn both ways. I 
am wondering whether a marriage of this 
kind can be happy and successful. 

What is a happy, successful marriage? 
There are many degrees of satisfaction 
and fortune. Since you are at variance 
on important ideas the higher degrees 
of success and happiness seem but re- 
mote possibilities. 

Occasionally it happens that differ- 
ences of this sort are gradually com- 
posed, and a husband and wife grow 
closer together in outlook and prefer- 
ences. This, however, is not to be 
counted upon. More’ frequently, with 
such a start, they part more widely, 
and their differences become more and 
more of an irritation. 

The effect on the children of a con- 
tinuous cynical outlook and expression 
should receive consideration. While it 
cannot be predicted with assurance, 
there is a likelihood that the influence 
may be pretty strongly negative. 

If you are convinced that you can 
stand on your own feet religiously, and 
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By EARL S. RUDISILL. 


at the points of difference each can go 
his way, while cherishing a spirit of 
broad tolerance, you may have con-: 
siderable basis for going ahead. But: 
one cannot neglect the fact that such 
achievements are rare and difficult. 


Don’t fool yourself. Whatever you do, | 


act with open eyes and honest outlook. 
Both the decision and the future are 
yours. 


Noise and Work 


At the place where I work there is con- 
siderable noise. One of the men has com- 
plained that the noise keeps him “in a 
stew” all the time so that he cannot do 
his best. I am not disturbed by it, and a 
number of others say they don’t mind it. 
Are we only kidding ourselves? 


Noises may at first prove disturbing. 
But, unless they are violent, steady 
continuous sounds are “side-tracked” 
by many workers.:'In many instances 
these disturbances have proved the oc- 
casion of greater activity and produc- 
tion, but under such conditions greater 
energy is expended. Loud noises that 
come and go cause fatigue and inef- 
ficiency. In “becoming accustomed” to 
distractions a habit of inattention is 
formed. In other cases the distraction 
is coupled with the original task and 
both are dealt with together, as in 
learning to use both hands in playing 
the piano; the disturbing element be- 
comes an ally. 

One type of sound—music—has been 
found to cut down fatigue and to step 
up production by 10 per cent. One 
large plant starts the day with band 
marches. Toward the end of the morn- 
ing and afternoon popular lilting tunes 
are played. Concert and dance music 
are heard at lunch time. 
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New Guinea Faith 
Our Eyes Were Opened. By Arnold M. Maahs. Wartburg. 110 pages. 50 cents. 


The cover picture is an upright cross rising above a ruined church. It is the cross 


| which survived the destruction of the village church of Butibum near Lae, New 


'|the marvelous fact to which Our Eyes 
‘Were Opened. 

The author was well prepared for his 
‘travel as a U. S. Army chaplain in New 
Guinea, by the visit of a returned mis- 
| sionary from Lae some half-dozen years 
' before. At that time it became the ardent 
| desire of Pastor Maahs to visit the New 
| Guinea American Lutheran mission field. 
| Thus he seized his opportunity with real 
'.zest, and tells the story with that same 
| eagerness to impart information. As he 


| searches for village after village, he tells 


of the jungle and the people. Numerous 
testimonies of faithfulness of the native 
| workers in maintaining church services 
| and activities during the forced absence 
' of missionaries suggest the “well done 


| thou faithful servant” of the parable. The 
| author’s suggestion, in a sermon, that a 
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_ church be built in their relocated village 
resulted in three churches (in different 
villages) being under construction two 
months later. 

Some amusement can be derived from 
_ the effective native expressions. An air- 


| plane is a “balus (pigeon) belong cargo”; 


| a jeep, “balus (pigeon) belong ground”; 
| a missionary, “man belong God.” After 


| being earried across a stream the author 
| is pronounced, “heavy, too much.” ‘An in- 


| terpreter is a “turn talk.” Water unfit to 


_ drink is designated “him sick.” 

_ Think of a church service, after years of 
| no visiting missionary, with three sermons 
| two by natives, one by the author with- 
| out a “turn talk.” To insure understand- 
ing there is the frequent question, “You 


| savvy?” and the cheerful chorus of assur- 
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“Crosses are difficult things to destroy,” says the author. And things for 
\which the eross stands are immeasurably more difficult of destruction—to wit, the 
|staunch faith of the New Guinea Christians. This is the theme of the book and 


ance, “We savvy, master.” 

The work in New Guinea is summed up: 
“Two men in a rowboat! Fifty-nine years 
ago. . . . Today 60,000 Lutherans.” 

A. L. ANGERSBACH 


Missions Briefly Described 


My Father Worketh Hitherto. A Brief Out- 
By Eric H. 
Wahlstrom.’ Augustana. I11 pages. $1.50. 


line of Christianity's Expansion. 


In this small volume the reader is given 
a bird’s-eye view of the expansion of 
Christianity from its beginning to the 
present. Missions as they were carried on 
in the early church, in the middle ages, 
and in the Reformation period, are passed 
in review. The forerunners of Protestant 
missions and the beginnings of the mod- 
ern missionary movement are briefly out- 
lined. 

All the above is covered in just about 
half of the book. Then the mission work 
in India, China, and Africa in modern 
times is summarized. The author says very 
truly “that the grandeur and the romance 
of the Christian missionary enterprise may 
easily be obscured by the details of mis- 
sionary occupation and the statistics.” In 
this succinct account, the danger is 
avoided. The reviewer has found the high 
points of mission history presented here 
in a very interesting: way even though 
some of the best chapters had to be 
omitted. Purpose of the book is to stimulate. 
an intelligent interest in missions among 
those who do not have time for more ex- 
tended treatises. JOHN ABERLY 
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Hetoss the Desk 


We have been favorably impressed 
in recent weeks by the intelligent in- 
terest manifested by a couple of Ro- 
man Catholic laymen in contacts with 
whom secular affairs have placed us. 
Conversations revealed them to be def- 
initely in opposition to Communism in 
America and favorable to its suppres- 
sion in other countries when and if 
possible. 

It was not so much the accuracy of 
the information these men have for use 
in contacts with other citizens as it was 
their frank preparedness to quote with 
approval the declarations of Pope 
Pius XII and the hierarchy concerning 
what they have been taught to con- 
sider our greatest social and spiritual 
menace. 


In opposition to atheism 

They are backing their leaders in this 
hostility because the only communism 
they know has made atheism a basic 
principle. They are of the mind to in- 
sist that no purpose for the future and 
no complaint about the past can justify 
a government’s encouragement of the 
denial that there is God to whom na- 
tions and individuals must make an- 
swer and give account. They say that 
it is by His blessing that they and their 
government can continue. They ap- 
proved the Vatican’s attitude toward 
Franco and the present Spanish Fas- 
cism on the ground that Franco has 
driven communism out of the domain 
over which his military defeat of the 
republican regime (voted by the peo- 
ple) gave him authority. 

These men and other Catholic lay- 
men can see no value in the regime of 
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communism as it has gotten a grip o: 
Russia. It seemed to us also probabk 
that Poland’s demands for a release a: 
well as relief from Russian dominatior 
held their support because it was pari 
of the effort of the Vatican to break 
through into Russia and seek to restore 
the authority of the Church over the) 
people who constituted the Eastern 
Catholic Church. They expressed some 
curiosity (?) as to the attitude of Prot-_ 
estants toward the Vatican’s efforts to! 
suppress godless communism. They | 
were skeptical about our evangelical | 
co-operation, having heard via rumors | 
that the Federal Council of Churches— 
at least in so far as its president’s con- 
victions go—does not require an un-— 
qualified confession of our Lord’s 
divinity. 

These men and a few others with 
whom we have had. limited opportuni- 
ties for discussion of religion and the 
church’s affairs are sufficiently familiar 
with the major doctrines of the Christian 
religion, as presented by the Roman 
Catholics, to have become supporters of 
its present objectives. It is evident that 
the parish priests are providing cate- 
chetical instruction for the children and | 
encouraging “retreats” for the men, and | 
thus presenting “the faith” and win- 
ning acceptance and support. They re- 
spect Lutheranism but deem it a pow- 
erful heresy for the suppression of 
which this may be the day and call 
from Christ. The more “instructed” — 
among them do not believe that one re- 
ligion or one creed is as good as another. — 

We Lutherans should have the pre- 
paredness for which the religious con- 
ditions of our twentieth century calls. 
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We are utterly opposed to atheism, be- 
cause its cult is denial of a fact. There 
‘is God, and to Him nations and indi- 
viduals must answer. But in joining the 
Vatican in proclaiming the sinfulness 
of atheism, we do not expect to be re- 
warded with civil authority over the 
believers. That heresy of Roman 
Catholicism, and its twin in Russia, its 
cousin in Germany, and its admirer 
among some citizens of democracies, 
will wreck our nation if it gains even 
disguised adoption. We must not sac- 
rifice our doctrines of the state in dis- 
tinction from the church in order to 
suppress atheism. 

Justification by faith, knowledge of 
God’s will by familiarity with Holy 
Scripture, and a clear perception of the 
divine factors in social and secular 
activities should be preached in our 
pulpits, taught in our schools—colleges 
included—and presented intensively to 
pastors and laity at conferences and 
retreats. We can thus “discount” many 
ecclesiastical strategies that come 
‘clothed in garments prepared by the 
looms of business and promulgated to 
conceal the subtle scheming of a world 
that is no friend of Christianity. 


The month of May 
_ Folk lore that indicates deductions 
from experience has a kindly attitude 
toward the month of May. Thus one 
notes its vivid contrast with the harsh- 
ness of December, the boisterousness 
of February and uncertainties of April. 
Probably the human tendency to 


| judge situations by what is visible ex- 


plains the favoritism. In May, the hours 
of sunshine exceed in number the ma- 
jor portion of each day’s 24. Dawn and 
twilight are soft and exhilarating. Hu- 


| man nature responds to these cireum- 


stances, 
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Traditions and also superstitions have 
become attached to May 1. In early 
England, and by importation in North 
America, community festivities were 
held at which people gathered for en- 
joyment. The so-called May pole dance 
was widely patronized: one imagines 
the interweaving of the streamers from 
pole to dancers served to suggest the 
community of interests and the oppor- 
tunities for co-operation so greatly 
valued in the primitive life of the times. 

The church’s reception of the month 
is much less elaborate. Such attention 
as is given is dependent on the dating 
of Easter. This year when Easter fell on 
April 21, Ascension Day’s celebration 
is superimposed on Memorial Day, May 
30. But the month’s beginning is in our 
Church calendar among the minor fes- 
tivals. To it is assigned recognition of 
St. Philip and St. James, both of whom 
helped articulate the first generation of 
believers in Christ to form the Apos- 
tolic Church. 

It is an interesting and probably a 
providential occurrence that the month 
of May in the ULCA schedule of causes 
should be assigned to the National Lu- 
theran Council. In these war years the 
relationships of Lutherans in the 
United States and Canada to condi- 
tions among our brethren at home and 
abroad have injected a more descrip- 
tive title, World Service. It is sig- 
nificant of the responsiveness of the 
comparatively young portion of the 
Lutherans in North America that thev 
have earned the right to present so 
ecumenical a view of their recognition 
and the sphere of their ministry. Very 
literally, the work which will be out- 
lined, analyzed, and commended during 
May 1946 is of world dimensions. 


__ Nathan FR. Melhorn 
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Sons of Northwest are Active 


In California Mission Fields 
By Joun E. DeHAAN 


MrnneEapotis—The Synod of the North- 
west is proud of its sons and proteges who 
are carrying the gospel to the great home 
mission field on the western seaboard. 
From California Synod comes the report 
that the Rev. Earl Johnson, recently a 
chaplain in the U. S. Army, has opened a 
new mission at Ocean Beach, San Diego. 


First Church, Glen- 
MINNESOTA 


dale, under the lead- 
ership of the Rev. 
Carl V. Tambert, formerly of Reformation 


MESSIAH “THE FRIENDLY CHURCH” 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


DR. ROSS H. STOVER, Pastor 


SUNDAYS 
Morning Worship 


11 A. M. 
at 16th and Jefferson 

7:30 P. M. Evening Service 
at Broad and Boulevard 

7:30 P.M. Thursday at Broad 
and Boulevard 


A Hearty Welcome 
Awaits You 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ARTHUR M. NEUMANN, Pastor 


2831 N. Kingshighway (5000 W) 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 A. M. 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 


First Lutheran Church 
GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 

Sunday Services 
9:30 A. M. 
11:00 A. M. 
8:00 P. M. 


“To be spiritually 
minded is life and 
peace.” 


Morning Service 
Broadcast over 
Sta WJAS 


Church, St. Paul, is carrying through a 
program of evangelism which already has 
realized a 30 per cent increase in attend- 
ance. St. Luke’s Church, Huntington Park, 
is laying plans for a new edifice on the 
present property. The Rev. Charles Smith, 
formerly of Minneapolis, is pastor. The 
cornerstone of the new church edifice in 
Westwood Village, Los Angeles, was laid 
at a service on Feb. 10. The pastor is the 
Rev. A. J. Soldan, a son of the Northwest 
Synod congregation at Livingston, Mont. 
Grace Church, Santa Barbara, is the re- 
cipient of a $23,000 pipe organ for its newly 
remodeled church and is offering its old 
organ to some other congregation in need 
of an instrument. The pastor, George 
Spindt, is a recent graduate of Northwest- 
ern Seminary. The Rev. Charles A. Miley, 
recently released from duty as a navy 
chaplain in the Pacific, has settled down 
in Fresno to be the new pastor of First 
Church. Another Northwest man recently 
installed in the California Synod is the 
Rev. Donald Wagner at Faith Church, 
Long Beach. Two other Northwestern 
Seminary men recently have been fur- 


nished new parsonages by their congrega- . 


tions. They are the Rev. Arthur Alm of 
First Church, San Bernardino, and the 
Rev. Milus Bonker of Grace, Richmond. 
Tue Rev. Lioyp E. Jacogson, returned 
chaplain and former pastor of university 
students at Madison, Wis., has accepted the 
call of the National Lutheran Council Stu- 
dent Service Commission to serve students 
at the University of California. He de- 
parted for Berkeley on March 31. 
AvpreEssEs by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, at 
the two all-Lutheran rallies in St. Paul 
and Minneapolis, March 10, set the stage 
for an effort on the part of Lutherans in 
the Twin City area to bring an abundant 
response to the challenge of Lutheran 
World Action. Synod’s stewardship com- 
mittee prepared attractive boxes to hold 
24 envelopes for use in connection with a 
synod-wide, every-member visitation. The 


envelopes are to bringin pledges for — 


monthly gifts from every home over the 
two-year period. 
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Family Solidarity 


Each day finds more and more men 
being released from the armed forces 
and once again rejoining their fami- 
lies. Also, so very many of our former 
soldiers, sailors and marines are form- 
ing new families. 


For a very great percentage of our 
population, therefore, it is a period 
of change, and in some cases a difh- 
cult transition. It is a well known 
fact that a home of Christians is bet- 
ter fitted to meet the challenges of 
this changing world. 


It is with this in mind that we pro- 
pose that each family begin this month 
a family hearth study of Christian 
living. Select from the materials listed 
below the courses best suited for your 
family. Then set aside regular periods 
for study and discussion. Let every 
member of the family participate. 


By this interchange of ideas, guided 
by these courses on home life, the re- 
united family will be made stronger; 
new families will be given a firmer 
base upon which to found the new 
union, 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


860 N. Wabash Avenue 
Chicago 11, Il. 


Nursery Level 
Nursery DEPARTMENT PACKET (40c) 
‘Marion Poppen Athy 


Beginner Level 
Gop Hretrs Us to Be Happy** 
Wilma Sudhoff Keyser 


Primary Level 


Growine Up** 
Happy Curistran Homes** 


‘Marion Poppen Athy 


Young People Level 


Tre Curist1AN Home (35c) 
(Student’s Edition—25c) 


P. D. Brown 


610 Smithfield Street 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


1617 Sumter Street 
Columbia 3, S.C. 


Junior Level 
My Home** 
Reba S. Alexander 


Intermediate Level 
FuturE HOMEMAKERS* 
Ernestine Sammons Jones 


Senior Level 


PLANNING Lirr’s PARTNERSHIP* 
THE YounG CHRISTIAN IN PuBLic* 


Milton Albert Haker 


Adult Level 
CHRISTIAN FAMILY LirE (30c) 
Earl S. Rudisill 


* CHRISTIAN YOuTH SeRIES—Leader’s Rook 35c—Work Book 20c 
** CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH SEeRtES—Leader’s Book 30c—Work Book 15c 
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Tue LutHERAN Seminar, at Holy Trinity, 
Minneapolis, Feb. 26, was attended by over 
200 pastors of every synod in the Twin 
City area. Speakers were Dr. O. P. Kretz- 
mann, Dr. Harold Yochum, and Dr. C. 
Franklin Koch. 

Sr. Marx’s, Mrnneapo.uis, has introduced 
a “World Friendship School” at which 
Missionary James Boren from Thailand, 
Newsman Hal Bjornson, recently returned 
from the Scandinavian countries; the Rev. 
W. P. Gerberding, returned from Liberia; 
and the Rev. John Simmons spoke. 


In St. Louis 
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU 
at 


St. MARK’S 


ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


6337 CLAYTON ROAD 
(Just west of Forest Park) 


FREDERICK F. MUELLER, Ph.D., Pastor 
CHURCH SCHOOL 
THE SERVICE 
STREET CARS 
No. 51—Forest Park—No. 16—City Limits 
BUSSES 
No. 93—Lindell—No. 98—McCausland 


Welcome to 


DES MOINES, IOWA 


ace JOHN'S 
EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 


SIXTH AVE. and KEOSAUQUA WAY 
In downtown Des Moines—where friends 
from all parts of America are at home 
in Christ. 

Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., Pastor 
Rev. Frederick J. Sager, B.D., Assistant 


Services at 9:15 A. M. and 11:00 A. M. 
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Hoty Trinity, St. Paul, has set 60 new 
members as the objective of its 60th anni- 
versary, May 16. The Rev. W. P. Ger- 
berding is pastor. : 

ATTENDANCE at Ascension, St. Paul, shows 
a 63 per cent increase over the correspond- 
ing six months a year ago. The church is 
being completely redecorated. The new 
pastor is the Rev. Clarence B. Lund. 

Satem CuHurcH, MINNEAPOLIS, under the 
leadership of Pastor Paul L. Wetzler, once 
more finds itself pushing the walls of its 
large church and parish building and is 
looking forward to further expansion to 
accommodate those who fill the available 
space for two services each Sunday morn- 
ing. On Ash Wednesday, 125 new mem- 
bers were received. 

Sr. Joun’s, MrnNEAPOLIS, now has an or- 
dained assistant pastor, the Rev. John R. 
Spangler. He assumed his new duties 
March 14, having been ordained by the 
Illinois Synod March 10 in the Chicago 
church of which his father, Dr. Walter D. 
Spangler, is pastor. He was graduated from 
Gettysburg Seminary in February. 

Tue Rev. Metvin W. Peterson, formerly 
assistant pastor at Redeemer, Milwaukee, 
accepted the call of Faith Church, Winona, 
March 1. 

REDEEMER CHuRCH, Livingston, Mont., 
paid off its $5,000 debt to the Board of 
American Missions in January. Thus the 
first Montana congregation in the synod, 
founded in 1906, becomes wholly self sup- 
porting. Many improvements are under 
way looking toward the 40th anniversary 
celebration in May. The Rev. W. HB. 
Clement is pastor. 

St. Joun’s, Great Farts, Mont., has in- 


stalled a new heating plant and a club 


room with fireplace, and redecorated the 
entire church basement. The Rev. A. R. 
Tingley is pastor. 

Sr. Jounn’s, Mounn, requires the full- 
time services of its pastor, the Rev. Cari 
W. Fagerlin, and has asked him to relin- 
quish the care of Trinity, Long Lake. An 
increase in salary more than compensates 
for that formerly given by the smaller 
congregation.. The Long. Lake church is 
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now being served by a student from 
Northwestern Seminary. 

First Cuurcy, Cannon Falls, reports total 
receipts of $3,900 for 1945, one-third of 
which was for benevolences. Nearly all 
pledges for 1946 were increased and Pas- 
tor Rodney V. Hansen was given an in- 
crease in salary. 


Tabitha Home Calls R. E. Rangeler 


To Be Assistant Superintendent 
By Martin ScHROEDER 


Fremont—The Board of Directors of 
Tabitha Home for aged and orphans, Lin-~- 
coln, has extended a call to the Rev. R. E. 
Rangeler of First Church, Topeka, Kan., 
to become assistant superintendent. His 

duties will be “man- 

aging the affairs of 

the home under the 

supervision and di- 

. rection of the su- 

perintendent.” He begins his new work 

May 1. A call was also given to the Rev. 

W. G. Wise to assist in the work at 

Tabitha. Tentative approval was voted 

for the establishment of a unit for spastic 

children, part of a widely sponsored crip- 

pled children’s program, pending definite 

agreements with state and medical agen- 

cies. Upon advice of the architect, based 

on unfavorable conditions in the building 

industry, the construction of the new 

building for the accommodation of 125 
guests has been temporarily halted. 

Dr. ReEES Epcar Tuttoss, president of 
Wittenberg College and Hamma Divinity 
School, Springfield, Ohio, will be the of- 
ficial representative of the ULC at the 
annual meeting of the Synod in the Mid- 
west, May 1-5, at St. John’s Church in 


_Ridgeley township near Scribner. 


THE Home Missions Boarp of Midwest 
Synod has extended a call to the Rev. R. L. 
Jobman of St. Peter’s Church, Creston, to 


‘become pastor of Zion Church at Have- 


' lock, a suburb of Lincoln. Industrial de- 
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velopments make the services of a full- 
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When in SAN FRANCISCO 
VISIT HISTORIC 


ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - 


“Founded 1849” 
1135 O’FARRELL STREET 
KSFO Broadcast 9:00 A.M. 
Church School—9:45 A. M. 
Chief Service—11:00 A. M. 
Youth Vesper — 7:00 P. M. 
J. George Dorn, D.D., 
Pastor 


Sister Adele Dasenbrock, 
Deaconess 


IN SEATTLE 
A FRIENDLY WELCOME AWAITS YOU 


Central Priheran Church 


Eleventh Avenue at East Olive Street 
(Near Downtown) 
H. STANLEY HOLMAN, Pastor 
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:45 A.M. 
DIVINE SERVICE 11:00 A, M. 


When in the Nation’s Capital Visit 


LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 


“The Church at the Luther Monument’ 
Thomas Circle, 14th and N Sts., N. W. 


Sunday School for All Ages at 9:45 
The Morning Service at 11:00 
Fellowship Supper at 5:30 P. M. 
Luther Leagues at 6:30 P. M. 
Evening Worship at 7:30 P. M. 


L. Ralph Tabor, Paster 


Welcome to Los Angeles, California 


THE FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3119 W. Sixth Street 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, D.D., Pastor 
In the heart of the Wilshire district. 
Morning Worship, 11:00 O’clock. 
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time missionary necéssary at this time. 
WITH A CURRICULUM of 56 courses in 15 
fields, Midland College’s 27th summer 
session will open May 27, at Fremont, ac- 
cording to Prof. G. E. Hickman, director. 
Curist CuHurcH, Pierce, under the lead- 
ership of Pastor George Herber, has been 


CHURCH 
PAINTINGS 


Mural and Altar 


Py 


aOR oing 


Geto KROGMANN 
ARTIST 


| Studio 3, 3561 W. Fullerton 
Chicago 


Gouns for Pulpit and Choir 


erfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
Cata- 


— 


wees 
RO BU, Omar 


y y 


ings, markers, communion linens. 
logue ee : Peeneas 


J.M. HALL, INC. 


Office and Salesroom, 
14 W. 40th St., New York Tel. CHickering 4-3306 


WANTED 


At the Andover Children’s Home, Andover, 
Illinois, a house-mother for boys and a man 
as utility worker, and a woman Laundress. 
For the last two positions mentioned a man 
and wife preferred. Write: 


Supt. E. O. Rausch, Andover 
Children’s Home, Andover, Illinois 


VESTMENTS 
for Choir and Pulpit 
Hangings - Ornaments, 
Supplies - Etc. 

Catalog free on request 


The C. E. Ward Co. 
-New London, Ohio 


Hic KAGAN: 


O PINES, PA. For Boys 6 to 16 
tig nason June 29-Aug. 26. Moun- 
tain Camp. 2,000 Acre Estate. Cabins. 
Private Lake. Beach. Experienced 
Counsellors and Athletic Coaches. 
Boating. Tennis. Hiking. Riding. 
Crafts. Physician. Lutheran Services. 
4 Weeks $120—8 Weeks $225. Camp 
NAWAKWA for GIRLS on opposite 
shore of lake. New York Office, Room 
1274, 11 W. 42nd St., LO. 5-1550. 


completely renovated. The interior has 
been refinished, a new organ installed, and 
electric candelabra placed on the altar. 
Work has begun on a basement. 

FaitH CHurcH, the new Oklahoma City 
mission at Midwest City, has been offered, 
free of charge, a building site when de- 
velopments will have reached that point 
in the progress of the work. 

REDEEMER CHuRCH, Wayne, Nebr., is now 
in possession of the architect’s plan for 
the new church to be erected in the north- 
west part of town, near the state teachers’ 
college, according to Pastor S. Kenneth 
de Freese. The building fund stands at 
$17,000 and is increasing steadily. 


Trintry CHurcH, Columbus, Nebr., has 


extended a call to the Rev. C. R. Golden- 
stein of Hanover, Kan. He will succeed 
the Rev. Hermann Goede, who is now pas- 
tor of Frieden’s Church, Lincoln, Nebr. 


Virginia Synod is proud of eight young men 
now studying for the ministry—seven of them 
attending Roanoke College and the other at 
the Philadelphia Seminary. Left to right, front 
row, they are: Robert Ayers, Roanoke; William 
Kinser, Newport News; Kenneth J. Hewitt, Kon- 
narock; and James Crumley, Bluff City, Tenn. 
Back row, Bill Rutrough, Roanoke, junior at Mt. 
Airy Seminary; Guy Ritter, Princeton, W. Va.; 
Jack Martin, Gladesboro; and Crockett Hud- 
dle, Wytheville. Ayers and Rutrough are both 
members of Virginia Heights Church, Roanoke; 
Crumley was just elected president of the 
Roanoke College student body in his sopho- 
more year; and Hewitt is varsity member of 
the college debate team which has been piling 
up honors throughout the South. 
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Pastor Sievert Resigns 


From Jersey City Post 


After 10 years of service, the Rev. E. 
Albert Sievert resigned his position as di- 
rector of the Kinderfreund Orphans’ and 
Old People’s Homes, Jersey City, N. J., 
April 1. 

Pastor Sievert, it was learned, presented 
his resignation because proper help had 


Rev. E. A. Sievert 


not been obtainable for the past five years, 
causing the greater part of the burden of 
earing for as many as 45 children to fall 
directly upon Mrs. Sievert and himself. 
A rest for the sake of health was advised. 
Frequently visitors discovered the pastor 
operating the huge double laundry washer 
and found Mrs. Sievert doing janitor work 
in the dormitories. After caring daily for 
the physical needs of the children, the 
clerical work of administration still had 
to be done. It was not unusual to find the 
Sieverts keeping office hours at 2 A. M. 
At the time of his installation, 10 years 


May I, 1946 


ago, Pastor Sievert began to develop a 
program of improvements and extension. 
A small debt on the homes was soon wiped 
out, and a balanced budget eventually be- 
came a reality. Today the homes have as- 
sets totaling $139,219.16 not including the 
buildings. A building program for the 
near future has been given serious con- 
sideration. Lutheran women outside of 
Hudson County were brought into close 
relationship with the homes. An Inner 
Mission Auxiliary composed of Lutheran 
women of Central New Jersey became 
connected with the orphans’ work, and the 
Bergen County Guild of the Children’s 
Friend was organized. One of the latest 
improvements to the Children’s Home is a 
mechanized woodwork shop for the boys. 


Bless the Fields, O Lord... . 


Rogationtide or Rural Life Sunday is 
May 26. 


This year, with world-wide shortages in 
grains, it is more than ever necessary to 
ask for blessings on our farms and pas- 
ture lands. 


To aid you in the Rogationtide service, 
use the ‘'Order of Service for Rogation- 
tide and Blessing of the Fields." This 


four-page folder includes an order of 


service for use in the morning and a 
special ‘Blessing of the Fields" after- 
noon service; 


Price 5 cents; 25 cents a dozen; 
$1.50 a 100 


The United Lutheran 


Publication House 
"1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
“860 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago II, Ill. 


610 Smithfield St. 1617 Sumter St. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa. Columbia 3, $. C. 


UTHERLAND 


Pocono Pines, Pa. Opens May 17 
~ e} The Vacation you have been looking 
"gx for. Only 3 hours from N. Y. Excel- 
lent R. R. service. Greyhound or Martz 
Bus direct. Car unnecessary. 2000 Acre 
} Resort. Modern Hotel. Lake. Beach. 
<A Tennis. Riding. Golf. Movies. Lutheran 

Services. Spring Rates. 

N. Y. Office, 11 W. 42d St. (Room 1274) LO. 5-1550 
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The men of St. John’s Church, Union City, 
N. J., work with and instruct the boys. 

When his resignation was made public, 
the Kinderfreund Guild of Jersey City 
sponsored a farewell social for Pastor and 
Mrs. Sievert. On this occasion the board 
of directors, through the Rev. W. R. Meyer, 
secretary of the board, gave a concrete 
expression of its appreciation by present- 
ing Pastor and Mrs. Sievert a gift of $500. 
Pastor and Mrs. Sievert will live at Cot- 
tage Place, Allandale, N. J. 


FREE GIFT for a Boy! 


PARENTS COMPLAIN about cheap comic : 
books. We will send the current issue of WL q 


Fellows FREE and special gift card ... plus WY 
6 more big issues with 6-month’s subscription 

for only $1. FELLOWS is for boys 10-18. Stories, 
articles and game features of thrilling interest in 


wholesome all-American manner. 


FELLOWS, 200-1 5S. 7th, St. Louis 2 


GOWNS 


FOR CHOIR AND PULPIT 


Select Moore Gowns for an In- 
spiringly beautiful appearance 
for years to come. Styles for 
adult, intermediate and junior 
choirs in many beautiful mate- 
rials. Write for FREE Choir Ap- 
parel Style Book C20, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP70. Ask 
for Budget Payment Plan. 


Confirmation Gowns— 
Rental or Sale 


E-R-MOORE CO. 


932 Dakin St. 425 Fifth Ave. 
Chicago 13,1, New York 16,N.¥. 


“Easy to Remember’’. . 


that W-I-C-K-S spells long last- 
ing musical satisfaction for 
organists. 


Send for 
brochure 
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Pastor Steffy to be Installed 
In Grace, Phillipsburg, May 5 


By H. Paut GERHARD 


CampeN—The Rev. C. Wilfred Steffy re- 
linquishing his work as associate pastor 
of St. John’s, Wilkes-Barre, will be in- 
stalled as pastor of Grace, Phillipsburg, 
May 5. Mr. Steffy, formerly a member of 


Atonement, Wyomissing, Pa., graduated 
from Muhlenberg 
NEW JERSEY College in 1942, and 


from the Philadel- 
phia Seminary in February 1945. The Rev. 


Rev. C. Wilfred Steffy 


Webster K. Reinert, former pastor of 
Grace, is now superintendent of the Top- 
ton Orphans’ Home. 

Tue Rev. ALLEN A. Kocu is the new pas- 
tor of the Barnegat City-Beach Haven 
Crest parish. The Rev. Ragnar Kjeldahl, 
former pastor and organizer of the Beach 
Haven Crest congregation, is now stationed 
as chaplain at the Naval Hospital, Cor- 
vallis, Ore. 

THE LaRcEStT of three Lutheran World 
Action rallies held on Feb. 17 was in St. 
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PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINAmY 


a re a 


| Andrew’s, Atlantic City, the Rev. Richard 


F. Garnet pastor, where Colonel H. Torrey 
Walker addressed 300 persons. In St. 


' Paul’s, Collingswood, the Rev. Stewart H. 


Rudisill pastor, 175 persons met in the af- 


-ternoon to hear the Rev. L. Ralph Tabor 
_ of Washington, D. C. In the evening Dr. 


Tabor addressed 200 in the Trenton rally 
at Advent, the Rev. R. F. Krauch pastor. 

THE CONFIRMATION RALLY speaker for the 
Camden area April 9 was the Rev. Floyd 


| A. Paules, pastor of Immanuel, Philadel- 


the Mt. Ephraim-Wenonah parish, 


phia. The rally was held in St. Mark’s, 
Oaklyn, the Rev. C. Donald Heft pastor. 
At a pre-Lenten rally in Grace, Cam- 


den, the Rev. William Zigenfus pastor, the 
_ Federated Luther Leagues of South Jersey 


selected these leaders for 1946: Dottie Jean 
Hall of Haddon Heights, president; Frank 


Kozemple of Maple Shade, vice-president; 
Ardith Reimert of Westville, recording 


secretary; and Doris Voshell of Riverside, 


/ corresponding secretary. 


The Rev. Howard E. Laubach, pastor of 
ad- 
dressed the rally. 

THe YoutH Casinet of Our Saviour, 


i Haddonfield, heard Miss Maria Preisen- 


danz, missionary of the Children’s Bureau, 
at a tea recently. Seventy-five young peo- 
ple attended the annual banquet spon- 
sored by the cabinet. 

BetHany, GuoucestTer, founded 40 years 


| ago, observed its anniversary Feb. 3-10. 


A new lectern with Bible, lamp, and book- 
marks was dedicated during the observ- 


| ance. The Rev. Emil E. Fischer, Minis- 
_ terium president, was the speaker. For- 


mer Pastors W. F. Hinkeldey and P. M. L. 
Rowoldt joined in the celebration. The 
Rev, Harold F. Muffley is pastor. 

THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY of St. Luke’s, West 
Collingswood, was celebrated April 7. Dr. 
Fischer was the principal speaker. This 
year marks the 15th anniversary of Dr. 
William M. Weaver as pastor. 

Honoring two leaders of the Sunday 


| school, each of whom completed 50 years 


of service, Trinity Church, Camden, pre- 
sented tokens of appreciation to Miss 
Mathilda Kemmerer and Mrs. Anna Roth 
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Chicago Lutheran 


Theological Seminary 


Chap lains soon to be separated from 
the army or navy, or already discharged 
will profit by taking the Seminary’s 1946 
POSTGRADUATE COURSES FOR 
CHAPLAINS. 
Credit toward advanced degrees. 
Tuition and other educational costs will 
be met by the U. S. Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration. 
Chaplains may register for one quarter 
or longer. Lodgings in dormitories. 
The Board of Education warmly 
endorses this program. 
Write 
CHARLES B. FOELSCH, PH.D., President 
Maywood, Illinois 
The normal curriculum for undergrad- 
uate and graduate students continues as 
usual. Next Quarter for undergraduates 
begins May 7. 
Summer session of Graduate School for 
Pastors begins Monday, July 22, ends 
August 30. Two terms of three weeks 
each. A rich vacation—intellectual and 
spiritual profit; credits toward advanced 
degrees; fun and recreation too—at 
modest cost. 


Not One—But Many Synods 


are represented at 


Marion (College 


In the past six years 164 girls from 14 
synods of the ULCA have been at Marion 
College as students. 


At present 20 states are represented. 45 
per cent are Lutherans from 9 different 
synods. 


The only junior college in the ULCA 
The only women’s college in the ULCA 


One of the two preparatory departments 
in the ULCA 


For information write— 
The Rev. Henry E, Horn, President 
Box K, Marion, Virginia 


at the Sunday school anniversary cele- 
brated in February. The Rev. Martin 
Lehfeld is pastor. 

A new mimeograph for the church office, 
recently equipped, and a $50 offering for 
China relief were gifts of the Sunday 
school. 

Tue Rev. Ravpu I. SHockey, pastor of St. 
John’s, Westville, was elected by the Inner 
Mission Society of Philadelphia to fill the 
vacancy caused when Dr. William M. 
Weaver of West Collingswood resigned 


‘Stuihen, LASS 


i STUDIO # Syracuse sys 
HIGHEST - SKILLED ee soe ts ne 
x ® ® ORIG GIN VAL: DE SIGNS ® ® ® 


CLERICAL PULPIT ROBES 
Choir Gowns in All Styles 
CASSOCKS 
SURPLICES — STOLES 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
ALTAR LINENS 
CLERICAL SUITS — CLOAKS 
RABATS—RABAT VESTS—COLLARS—SHIRTS 


Inquiries Invited 


Cc. M. ALMY & SON, INC. 
562 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 


1000 Rooms — 1000 Baths 


single 
aX 
KO? 54.00 to 7.00 Double 
5 minutes to Times Square 


A Few Minutes from Anywhere 
Write for Maps and Booklet 


Prince George 
Hotel 4 re 36. 


Charles F. Rogers, Jr. ~ 


‘Manager 
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after many years of work with the society. 

In Hoty Truviry, Aupuson, the Rev. 
Paul W. Kapp pastor, Wednesday evenings 
in February were given over to Bible 
study meetings conducted by the Rev. 
Robert R. Fritsch, professor of Bible at 
Muhlenberg College. 

FROM ANNUAL REPORTS, St. John’s, West- 
ville, received 65 new members in 1945, 
and contributed $11,000 of which $1,200 
was for benevolence. A subscription to 
THe LUTHERAN was presented each of 27 
Sunday school staff members. The heating 
system was improved at a cost of $2,400. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS to THE LUTHERAN were 
sent as gifts to all service men still in the 
armed forces and also to returning service 
men in the Magnolia-Berlin parish. 

In Trinrry, Runnemede, the complete 
renovation of the church and placing of 
new furnishings for the chancel, including 
a red dossal, red carpet and violet para- 
ments were observed with a service of 
dedication March 3. The cost, totaling 
$1,100, was given by organizations of the 
congregation. Uncounted hours of labcr 
were provided by the men of the church 
under the direction of Mr. Arthur Hege- 
man. Dedication speaker was Dr. Calvin 
P. Swank, superintendent of missions of 
the Central Pennsylvania Synod. The Rev. 
Harry S. Bowman is pastor. More recently 
an electric carillon and sound system with 
three outdoor amplifiers and two inside 
wall speakers costing $1,400 were installed 
in Trinity Church by Mr. James Muggle- 
worth, vice-president of the council and 
chairman ‘of the music committee. The 
dedication service was conducted by Pas- 
tor Bowman April 7. 


Tennessee Women to Meet 


“The Devoted Life” will be the confer- 
ence theme of Tennessee Lutheran Women, 
meeting in Shofner’s Chapel, Shelbyville, 
Tenn., May 7, at 10.30 A. M. Miss Virginia 
Hoover will speak. Women from Memphis, 
Franklin, Nashville and Shelbyville are 
expected to attend. Mrs. E. R. Ignatz is 
president, and Mrs. Ira Bean, secretary. 
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“Building for Christ” Program 
Stirs Congregation to Action 
By Ricuarp L. SmiTH 


Dayton—The “Building for Christ” pro- 
gram of St. Peter’s Church, Lancaster, the 
Rev. Andrew Schilling pastor, is bringing 
more members of the congregation in vital 

labors for the church. The par- 
OHIO ish’s field is divided into 15 

districts over which a mem- 
ber is named supervisor. Fifty people are 
making calls in these districts, reporting 
ilinesses and need for visitation to the 
pastor. Failure to attend worship serv- 
ices and Sunday school is noted and in- 
_ vestigated. 
_ A SURVEY conducted at the recent pre- 
Lenten Retreat in Osborn indicated that 
there is an increasing movement for re- 
ligious education in the public schools, 
both in released time and for special 
classes in the school by teachers provided 
by co-operating congregations. German- 
town, West ‘Carrollton, Miamisburg and 
_ Dayton support classes in the public 


schools. In Norwood, Cincinnati, students 
are released to go to classes conducted in 
local churches. Fifth Church, Springfield, 
is co-operating in such a program too. 
London churches are to participate in a 
county-wide program of released time for 
religious instruction. 

REMODELING, redecorating and rebuilding 
are in the offing for many congregations. 
Hilltop Church, Columbus, the Rev. Rus- 
sell J. Olson pastor, is planning to extend 
their present basement. The cost of this is 
estimated at $30,000. Later a new nave 
will be built over this addition for an ad- 
ditional estimated $60,000. Fourth Church, 
Springfield, the Rev. Carl Shanor pastor, 
is redecorating the church building and 
special services of rededication are planned 
for May. In the same city, Calvary con- 
gregation under Pastor Joseph M. Dando, 
is planning basement improvements. Nor- 
wood, Cincinnati, the Rev. Joseph O’Mor- 
row pastor, is planning redecoration of the 
Sunday school departments. This congre- 
gation recently paid final installment on 
a $40,000 mortgage. The Roselawn mission 
in Cincinnati under Missionary Robert 
Berger is planning a new building. 


Your vacation may be a real blessing to you 
IF YOU ARRANGE TO COME TO 


MOUNT CARMEL 


Situated on beautiful Lake Carlos, Alexandria, Minn. 
TEN WEEKS—1946 SUMMER SESSION—JUNE 22 TO AUGUST 31 


MORNING PROGRAMS—Bible study, prayer, discussion, led by consecrated men 


who specialize in Bible teaching. 


AFTERNOONS—for rest, recreation, relaxation; swimming, boating, fishing, games 
of various kinds and Christian fellowship. 


EVENINGS—Prayer, preaching of the Word and singing. 


A different program for each week. The seventh week, August 3-10, 
planned as pastor’s week. 


Good meals and restful accommodations at reasonable rates. 
Please write for complete illustrated folder with application blank. 


LUTHERAN BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1619 PORTLAND AVENUE 


May |, 1946 


MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINNESOTA 
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Henry A. Dirzer, for 40 years organist 
in First Church, Dayton, will retire June 1. 
His annual program of carols at Christmas 
time has afforded pleasure and inspiration 
to thousands of music lovers. In 1916 he 
served as accompanist to Fritz Kreisler 
when the violinist’s pianist became ill just 
before a concert to be given in Cincinnati. 
He has composed hymns and organ selec- 
tions. 

Two PAsTorS are living in new parson- 
ages recently purchased by their congre- 
gations. St. Luke’s congregation, Spring- 
field, and St. Mark’s, Osborn, now have 
their pastors, the Rev. K. J. Bishop and 
the Rev. Paul H. Wiehl, comfortabiy 
housed. 


BIBLE 
FOR 
A BOY 


Every boy should 
have one. And if it 
bears the National 
trademark, it 


JAMES 
VERSION 


Nh will serve him 
well—for many 


years to come. 


National BIBLES 


SINCE 1863...AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


Dan 


Y UNSURPASSED he wt 
&SIMON: Hf 


ESTABLISHED 1912 


Rev. Donald Stonesifer is Called; 
Eight Added to College Faculty 


By Paut Levi Foutk 


York—The Rev. Donald Stonesifer, re- 
cently released from the army chaplaincy, 
has accepted a call as pastor of the Boons- 
boro parish, near Hagerstown, Md. He 
will succeed Dr. 
Martin A. Ashby, 
who will retire May 
1, and move to Vir- 
ginia. Pastor Stone- 
sifer is a native of Hanover. Before en- 
tering the army he served as assistant to 
Dr. J. Edward Harms, Hagerstown, and 
later as pastor of the Smithfield charge 
near Hagerstown. Part of his time in the 
army was spent as a German prisoner of 
war. 

A WELCOME HOME celebration of all Get- 
tysburg alumni will be held May 24-27. 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower will be 
the commencement speaker May 27. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Fifteen hundred alumni served in World | 


War II. Fifty-two gave their lives. 

Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, New York, was 
one of the speakers at the Religion in Life 
Conference in March at Gettysburg. 

New faculty members at Gettysburg 
College are: Frederick C. Aherns, assistant 
professor of German. He served three 
years in the army, and was formerly a 
teacher at the University of Richmond. 
Mrs. Helen F. Egleston, English depart- 
ment, formerly at University of Montana, 
University of Pittsburgh, Indiana State 
Teachers’ College, and Hershey Junior 
College. Raymond P. Garman, Sr., chem- 
istry department. Alex J. McKeckme, 
navy veteran, added to physics depart- 
ment, formerly a teacher of radar and 
sonar electronics, Dewey University, 
Manila. A. Park Orth, assistant professor 
of economics. Lieutenant Richard Sheads, 
army veteran, assisting in the biology de- 
partment. The Rev. Edward K. Stipe, pas- 
tor of St. Paul’s Church, McSherrystown, 
to teach life of Christ. Kenneth Terry, 
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_ mathematics department, formerly prin- 
| cipal of Clark Summit schools. 

GETTYSBURG SEMINARY WEEK will be ob- 

served in the Church of the Abiding Pres- 

‘ence, May 8-10, with Dr. Franklin Clark 

| Fry delivering the Zimmerman lectures on 

effective preaching. Dr. Luther Woodward 
will give two lectures on counseling with 

| service men. The church’s relation to the 
| political scene will be discussed by Dr. O. 
' Frederick Nolde. The Swope lectures on 
liturgies will be given by Dr. H. D. Hoover. 

FarrH, Foop and FUN will be the theme 
of the April 25 meeting of York District 
“| Luther League in St. Matthew’s, York, 

‘| Dr. J. B. Baker pastor. 

_ St. Perer’s, York, the Rev. Howard 0. 
Walker pastor, observed its 55th anniver- 
| sary March 31 with the following com- 
ieee arranging the program: Mr. and 
| Mrs. Russell Kessler, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 

_ Eisenhart, and Mr. and Mrs. Chester H. 
~’Quickel. 
| Zton, York, Dr. Russell Fink supply pas- 
' tor. Ladies’ Aid Society recently observed 
| its 48th anniversary. Mrs. Alvin Sultner 
i) was elected president at the meeting. 

i Miss Evelyn Woodward, Haddonfield, 

«| N.J., a Bible translator, who for the past 
ll Bice years has lived among the Chol In- 
| 


dians in Southern Mexico, addressed. the 
| Zion Missionary Society March 14. She has 
"| translated the Gospel of St. Mark, and 
has made some Bible recordings. 
_ LurHeran Wortp ActTIOoN reports indicate 
a developing interest in the effort to raise 
$10,000,000 for relief work by the Luther- 
ans of America. Many congregations, un- 
der the direction of Dr. Ralph R. Gresh, 
conference chairman, are planning to pre- 
sent the appeal in May, and continue until 
the $6.50 per communing member is raised. 
Union, Yorx, the Rev. Clarence W. 
Rhoda pastor, is planning a big building 
and remodeling program. Present Sunday 
school space will be increased by 10 or 
12 rooms, a large recreation room built, 
/ and a modern kitchen installed. Plans call 
for an expenditure of $50,000. Thus far 
$30,000 has been pledged and $18,000 is in 
hand. 
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GIFTS 


Seminary Graduates 


will be especially pleased with gifts nec- 
essary to their work. Here are some 
aids to worship which will make very fine 
gifts to new pastors. 


Collects and Prayers 
Black Morocco— 
Red Morocco— 


$3.50 
$3.75 


A valuable aid for the pastor. Contains col- 
lects and prayers for all occasions. 


The Occasional Services 


French Morocco, limp, book paper— 
$2.50 


Persian Morocco, flexible, Bible 
paper— $3.25 
Red Turkey Morocco, flexible— $3.50 


A pocket size edition of the Occasional Serv- 
ices from the Common Service Book, together 
with thirty new orders. It will provide for 
nearly every church service. 


Common Service Book 


No. 511 Engadine Levant. Limp, round 
corners, silk headbands and marker— 

$3.50 
No. 513 Full Morocco. Limp, round 
corners, silk headbands and marker— 

$3.50 
No. 593 Special Music Edition. French 
Morocco, limp, round corners. Silk 
headbands— $5.00 


Chief aid to worship—next in importance to 
his own Bible. 


Luther's Sacristy Prayer 


A translation by Dr. Strodach of a prayer by 
Martin Luther, popularly known as Luther's 
Sacristy Prayer. Hand lettered in medieval 
Lombardic style, with initial letters in full 
color. Framed in full sheet size, 13 x 19 inches, 
in- metal leaf molding, gilt and red tones. 
Price—$4.00. By mail, $4.50. 


The United Lutheran 
Publication House 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
860 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago II, Ill. 

610 Smithfield St. 1617 Sumter St. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa. Columbia 3, S. C. 
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DECEASED 


Peter Mohr, Jr. 


Mr. Peter Mohr, Jr., 67, of Lancaster, 
Pa., died March 1 in the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, Philadelphia, Pa., where he had 


No More Financial Worries 
and we've done something 
fine for the Old Book 


The Holy Bible! It’s always meant a lot to us 
—helped us stand up against life’s hardest 
knocks. We wanted to have a real share in 
giving it to other folks, 

Then someone told us about the American 
Bible Society’s Annuity Plan and we discov- 
ered how we could do something fine for the 
Old Book and at the same time protect our 
income for the future. 

Those checks from the Society have never 
failed to arrive on time—and they're gener- 
ous too. Besides—they’re backed up by the 
Society’s nearly 100 years of experience in 
* writing annuity agreements. 

Why not send the coupon today and learn 
how this Plan can fit your needs and at the 
same time help to further the distribution of 
the Word throughout the world. 


AN MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 
= INCOME GSS Oe eee. 
| Costey American Bible Society, | 


Bible House, New York, N. 


l Please send me, without obligation, eons | 
| booklet L-57 entitled “A Gift That Lives’’ l 


been confined for seven weeks. He served 
as Sunday school superintendent of St. 
Stephen’s Church for 52 years. 

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Barbara 
Schiefer Mohr; a son, and four daughters. 


ULC Calendar 


MAY 

1- 2. Executive Board, ULC Women's Mis- 
sionary Society, Philadelphia 

1- 5. Midwest Synod. St. John's Church, 


Ridgeley, Scribner, Nebr. 
2. Women's Missionary Society, Central 
Pennsylvania Synod. Zion Church, 


Harrisburg. 10.30 A. M. 
3. Board of Pensions. Philadelphia 

6- 8. Indiana Synod. First Church, Richmond 

6- 8. lowa Synod. Grace Church, Muscatine 

6- 9. Ohio Synod. Trinity Church, Akron, 
2 P.M. e 

7- 9. Rocky Mountain Synod. St. Paul's 
Church, Denver, Colo. 

7- 9. Rocky Mountain Synod Women's Mis- 
sionary Society. St. Paul's, Denver 

8- 9. Board of Social Missions. New York 

12-14. Texas Synod. Ander 

12-15. Women's Missionary Society. Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania. Salem 
Church, Bethlehem. 4 P. M. 

13-15. Central Pennsylvania Synod. Zion 
Church, Harrisburg. 1.30 P. M. 

13-15. Michigan Synod. Trinity Church, Kala- 
mazoo 

14-17. Pacific Synod. Grace Church, Victoria, 
British Columbia 

14-17. Ministerium of Pennsylvania. The Inn, 
Buck Hill Falls. Opening service 2.30 
P. M. St. John's Church, Stroudsburg 

20-23. Pittsburgh Synod. Grace Church, 


Rochester, Pa. 3 P. M. 
21. Pittsburgh Synod Brotherhood. Grace 
Church, Rochester 


21-23. Illinois Synod. Luther Memorial 
Church, Quincey 

21-23. Synod of the Northwest. St. Paul's — 
Church, Red Wing, Minn. 

22-23. Kentucky-Tennessee Synod. St. Paul's 
Church, Nashville, Tenn. 9 A. M. 

27-29. Maryland Synod. Theological Seminary, 


Gettysburg, Pa. - 
The Lutheran 


Valuable 
Religious Books 


By ARTHUR DAKIN. Calvin is recog- 
nized today as the creator of the 
aggressive type of Protestantism which 
helped shape modern Western civiliza- 
tion. Its history is a challenge to us as 
we face the urgent task of creating a 
truly Christian civilization. $2.75 


By C. ANDERSON SCOTT. An un- 
equivocal statement of the manner in 
which Evangelical Protestantism views 
the claims and practices of the Roman 
Catholic Church. “The author deals 
with the essential issues, writing clear- 
ly and vigorously, but takes no unfair 
advantages. It should help clarify the 
atmosphere for both Protestants and 
Catholics.”—Ernest Trice Thompson. 

Just published, $2.00 


Introducing the 
New Testament 


By ARCHIBALD M. HUNTER. A 
scholarly and penetrating survey of 
the documentary evidence underlying 
Christianity, covering the authorship 
of each book, sources of material, story 
contents, and the writer's individual 
contribution to the Christ story. 

Just published, $1.00 


Christianity 
According to St. John 


By WILBERT FRANCIS HOWARD 
A distinguished theologian compares 
Johannine Christianity with the Gospel 
of St. Paul, and surveys such critical 
questions as: Is.the clue to the Gospel 
to be found in Greek or Jewish 
thought? What is the ethical expres- 
sion of faith in Jesus? Is Christ’s work 
to be regarded as revelation or redemp- 
tion? $2.50 


The River Jordan 


By NELSON GLUECK. A richly il- 
lustrated account of the world’s most 
storied river. “‘A veritable treasure for 
all who love the Bible and the Holy 
Land. Written with learning, person- 
ality, and spiritual feeling; illustrated 
with extraordinary photographs.”—Dr. 
Millar Burrows, Yale Divinity School. 
Just published. Over 100 illustrations, 

$3.50 


What a Man 
Can Believe 


By JAMES D. SMART. “The kind of 
book that a pastor can place in the 
hands of his parishioners with the 
assurance that they will be edified by 
its reading.” —Frank H, Caldwell. $2.00 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES, 


Che Westminster Press 


Box 506, Philadelphia 5, Pennsylvania 
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in CONCLUSION 


QUITE A WHILE BACK I was supposed 
to print in this paper a report of the 
annual conference of the Lutheran 
Student Association of the North 
‘ Atlantic Region. Miss Mildred Wins- 
ton of the ULC Board of Education 
sent me a very competent summary. 

The day after I received her report, 
another came from Arthur L. Ruth, 
former president of the Association. On 
the following day a third report ar- 
rived, from a student who had attended 
the meeting. His was highly impres- 
sionistic, beginning “This week-end I 
saw a vision... .” 

So I was like a lady who goes shop- 
ping and finds such a variety of hats 
in the store that she can’t decide to buy 
any. I decided to combine these three 
reports into one. That takes time, and 
time is a severely rationed commodity. 


PERHAPS IT DOESN’T MATTER much that 
we have failed to inform our readers 
that on March 8-10 there were 243 Lu- 
theran students visiting the campus of 
Susquehanna University. You may not 
be interested in the mere fact that a 
famous leader of students, Dr. Winburn 
Thomas, presented the theme, “Christ 
My Contemporary.” 

These are a few facts. We might 
also state that students came from 37 
colleges and universities in seven states: 
But there is importance in the story 
over and beyond the facts. For a quar- 
ter-century there has been steadily 
growing strength in a- thoroughly 
Christian young people’s association on 
the college level. These young people 
get stirred up about their religion. It 
is something like an experience of con- 
version. “This week-end I saw a vision. 
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I saw what might be called a ‘heaven 
on earth,’” 


THe CHURCH IS INVESTING more and 
more heavily in student centers and 
maintenance of student pastors at col- 
leges and universities everywhere. Re- 
cently the good work of the ULC Board 
of Education in this field was combined 
with that of the American Lutheran 
Conference, under the leadership of the 
National Lutheran Council. These are 
just facts too. The big news is that this 
effort produces genuine, vibrant re- 
sults in the lives of intelligent, ideal- 
istic youngsters. This student work is 
among the most thrilling things today. 

“Until the students of America be- 
come Christian, and the Christians of 
America become students .. .” That’s 
a sort of long-range goal for the 
Church. No matter how much we be- 
lieve in democracy we are aware that 
progress in society -is largely. deter- 
mined by leaders. And leaders have 
become, increasingly non-Christian, as 
the backwash of futile philosophies of 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
has been splashing over the American 
college sophomore. The church col- 
leges, try as they may, have been un- 
able to stem the tide. 

WHEN WE SEE STUDENTS get genuinely, 
passionately concerned about “Christ, 
their Contemporary,” we can suppose 
they have discovered that He is still 
worth being worshiped, and followed, 
even through the by-ways of nuclear 
physics and the differential calculus. 
That should make a difference, at least 
by the day after tomorrow. 


Llion Kuff 


The Lutheran 


“The love of learning, the sequestered nooks, and the sweet serenity of books.” 


—Longfellow 
UAVUDAGE WOLLEGE 
CULTURE REFINEMENT SPIRITUALITY 


The Carthage Library, built by friends of the College in 1941, provides 
the student with over 33,000 volumes, pleasant reading rooms, open stacks, 
carrells for private study and research, convenient conference rooms, hun- 
dreds of rare books. . . . Librarian—Emily C. Pennock, B.S., A.M. 


For sound Scholarship— 


Students use a well-equipped library. 


Carthage has provisions for returning veterans—both married and single. 
Fall term opens September 17. Write for catalog and application blanks. 


ERLAND NELSON CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 


BRONZE and WALNUT _ 


=! §€§8§TARLETS and BOARDS 


IN HONOR OF 

MEMBERS OF CHRIST CHURGH ee 

WhO SO HEROICALLY SERVED i 
IN THE ARMED FORCES 


WORLD WAR Tl 
1941 — 1945 


é Diane : 
RRICOEDIONTED TO Ne. CB-2040. Dignified and enduring. 


at - Wording to suit your needs. In three 

SACRED MEMORY OF THESE is sizes. Maximum number of names for 

Wii elles THEIR: LIVES each size (set in smallest |4” letters. 

DEMOGRAGY, PEACE AND JUSTICE Letter size depends on number of 
S WILLIAM Th 

SIZE NO. NAMES PRICE 

16” x 26” 32 $ 93.90 

20° x 26~ 90 $153.60 

26” x 40” 165 $217.70 

PRICE complete, except for letter- 


ing. 8 cents each additional for let 


ters, punctuation or stars. 


Tastefully and skillfu 


Heav 


5-ply panel j 
Walnut veneer faces. Dec 


ve details of plastic wood in 


durable. burnished gold-t« oa 


finish. 


DG-IA is 20’ x 20°’, 4 to 6 names 
Price $21.50. Delivery extra WORLD WAR 1 


DS-1IB is 20’ x 26’, 8 to 6 names 
Price $25.00. Delivery extra 


DG-IC is 20” x 32’’, 14 to 16 names 
Price $27.50. Delivery extra. 


1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


860 N. Wabash Ave. 610 Smithfield St. 1617 Sumter St. 
Chicago || Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3, S$. C. 


